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Abdbertisement.

THE use recently made of Astrology in the poetical machinery of
certain works of genius (which are of the highest popularity, and
above all praise), seems to have excited in the world at large a desire
to learn’something of the mysteries of that science which has, in all
former ages, if not in these days, more or less engaged reverence and
usnrped belief. The apparent existence of such a general desire
has caused the completion of the following Translation, and its
presentation to the public; although it was originally undertaken
only in part, and mercly to satisfy two or three individuals of the
grounds on which the now neglected doctrines of Astrology had ro
long and so fully maintained credit.









PREFACE.

OF all sciences, whether true or false, which have at
any time engaged the attention of the world, there is
not one of which the real or assumed principles are less
generally known, in the present age, than those of As-
trology. The whole doctrine of this science is com-
monly understood to have been completely overturned;
and, of late, people seem to have satisfied themselves
with merely knowing the import of its name. Such con-
tented ignorance, in persons, too, sufficiently informed
in other respects, is the more extraordinary, since Astro-
logy has sustained a most conspicuous part throughout
the history of the world, even until days comparatively
recent. In the East, where it first arose, at a period of
very remote antiquity*, and whence it came to subjugate
the intellect of Europe, it still even now holds sway. In

* Sir Isaac Newton bas the following remarks in regard to the
origin of Astrology :—*‘ After the study of Astronomy was set on
¢¢ foot for the use of navigation, and the Egyptians, by the heliacal
‘¢ risings and settings of the stars, had determined the length of the
‘‘golar yecar of 365 days, and by other observations had fixed the
¢ golstices, and formed the fixed stars into asterisms, all which was
¢« done in the reigns of Ammon, Sesac, Orus, and Memnon,” (about
1000 years before Christ,) ¢*it may be presumed that they continued
¢ 10 observe the motions of the planets, for they called them after the
‘ npames of their gods; and Nechepsos, or Nicepsos, King of Sais,”
[772 B.C.] *“‘ by the assistance of Petosiris, a priest of Agypt, in-
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PREFACE. ix

inquired on what basis this belief of their forefathers
was established, nor by what authority the delusion (if
it was one) could have been for so many ages supported.
Among a thousand persons who now treat the mention
of Astrology with supercilious ridicule, there is scarcely
one who knows distinctly what it is he laughs at, or on
what plea his ancestors should stand excused for having,
in their day, contemplated with respect the unfortunate
object of modern derision.

The general want of information on these points, and
the indifference with which such want has been hitherto
regarded, cannot surely be attributed solely to the mo-

‘“ of Almamoum®) became wonderfully famous. He wrote expressly
‘“from the Persian astrologers, and it may be from the works of
‘* Gjamasp, since he also reports a prediction of the coming of Christ
‘*“in the following words: viz. ‘In the sphere of Persia, saith Aben
¢ ¢ Ezra, there ariseth upon the face of the sign Virgo a beautiful
“ “ maiden, she holding two ears of corn in her hand, and a child in
‘¢ ¢ her arm : she feedeth him, and giveth him suck, &e. This maiden,’
““saith Albumazar, ‘we call Adrenedefa, the pure Virgin. She
‘ “ bringeth up a child in a place which is called Abrie (the Hebrew
¢ ¢land], and the child’s name is called Eisi [Jesus]’ This made
‘“ Albertus Magnus believe that our Saviour, Christ, was born in
*‘ Virgo ; and therefore Cardinsal Alliac, erecting our Lord’s nativity
““ by his description, casteth this sign into the horoscope. But the
‘‘ meaning of Albumazar was, saith Friar Bacon, that the said virgin
‘“ was born, the Sun being in that sign, and so it is noted in the ca-
‘‘lendar ; and that she was to bring up her son in the Hebrew land.
*“[Mr. John Gregory’s Notes on various Passages of Scripture].”—
Ancient Universal History, vol. 5, pp 415 to 419.

* This caliph reigned in the earlier part of the 9th century, and
caused Ptolemy’s Great Construction to be translated into Arabic, as
hereafter mentioned.
























PREFACE. xiii .

Voltaire (in his irrepressible desire to convince the world
that he was au fait in every thing), proves only that the
writer, though the most generally informed man of his
time, had mistuken the really assailable points of the
object of his attack.

The author of the present Translation has no intention
now of either advocating or impugning the doctrines of
the science of which his Translation discourses: his
purpose is a different one. He has that sort of respect
for “the dead, which are already dead,” which, although
it does not incline him to “praise” them “more than
“the living, which are yet alive,” is still sufficient to
incite him to endeavour to avert the imputation of idiot
credulity, to which their faith in astrology seems.now
to subject them in the general opinion of the enlightened
“living.” And, while he disclaims all idea of presum-
ing to offer any argument on either side of the question,
as to the validity of the science, he must still, at the
same time, confess his admiration of the ingenuity and
contrivance manifest in its construction, and avow his
readiness to believe that all its harmonized complica-
tions might have easily held dominion over some of the
strongest minds in that darker period when it flourished.

In executing here the desire of attempting to vindi-
cate the ancient credence in astrology, an elaborate
disquisition would surely be not only unnecessary, but
misplaced : it seems sufficient to refer the reader to the
work of which the following is a translation, and to
these undisputed facts,—that the science was formerly
inculcated by the highest and most erudite authorities
of the period,—that it was insisted on by votaries in all
parts of the world, attesting and producing instances of
its truth ;—and moreover, that it was so finely and beau-
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PREFACE. xXi

-

however, placed his death in the year 147, which does
not accord with the fact of his having survived Anto-
ninus.

Ptolemy has recorded that he observed, at Alexan-
dria, an eclipse of the Moon, in the 9th year of Adrian;
and that he made many observations upon the fixed
stars in the 2d year of Antoninus Pius: whence it may
be concluded, that his observations upon the heavens
were principally made during the period from A.D. 125
to A.D. 140, or thereabouts; and it also follows, of
course, that the supposition, entertained by some au-
thors, of his identity with the Ptolemy who was always
in attendance upon Galba, as his personal astrologer,
and who promised Otho that he should survive Nero
and obtain the empire, is entirely without foundation®.
To Gauricus’s version of the Almagest there is also
another dedication, addressed to Pope Sixtus, and com-
posed by George Trapezuntius, describing Ptolemy as
“regid stirpe oriundum,” and explaining that he had,
“with a truly regal mind,” applied himself to the
sciences, because the ancient sceptre of the Ptolemies
had previously passed into the hands of Cleopatra, and
because the kingdom of Zgypt had been since reduced
to the state of a Roman province. The authentic de-
tails of the circumstances of Ptolemy’s life are, however,
extremely few. It is said that he was distinguished
among the Greeks by the epithets “most wise,” and
“most divine,” on account of his great learning; and,
according to the Preface to Whalley’s translation of the
Tetrabiblos, the Arabians report that “he was extreme-

* Chalmers’s Biographical Dictionary.
c
























PREFACE. XXV

Four Books, being a kind of supplement to the former;
and the Significations of the Fixed Stars. The last is
merely a daily calendar, showing the risings and settings

lowing extract from the Bibliotheca Grwca of Fabricus will furnish
information :—

¢ Lib. IV. Cap. XIV. § 4. TileaPiSes, Svilaky Madnuarixy. Quadri-
“ partitum, swe quatuor libri de apotclesinatibuset judiciss astrorum, ad
“ Syrum (h). Grwreca primum editi a Joackimo Camerario, cam ver-
‘“sione sud duorum priorum librorum, et pra:cipuorum e reliquis lo-
‘““corum. Norimb. 1535, 4to.—Hinc cum versione Phil. Melancthonis,
‘‘qui in prefat. ad Erasmum Ebnerum Senatorem Norimbergensem
‘“ testatur se editionem Camerarii multis mendis purgusse, tum nu-
‘“meros in locis apheticis tam Greeci quam Latini textus emendasse.
‘“ Basil, 1653, 8vo.— Latine pridem verterat .%gidius Tebaldinus, sive
‘“latino-barbaré ex Hispanica versione, Alfonsi Castelliv Regis jussu,
‘“ex Arabico (i) confectd. Vertit et Antonius Gogava, Lovan. 1548,
‘‘4to; Patavii, 1658, 12mo; Prags:, 1610, 12mo. Commentario il-
‘“lustravit Hieron. Cardanus prioribus duobus libris Camerarii, poste-
‘‘rioribus Gogava versione servanti, Basil, 1354, fol.; 1579, fol.;
* Lugd. 1335, 8vo, et in Cardani opp.—Georgii Valle: commentarius,
‘‘anno 1502 editus, nihil aliud est, quam Latina versio scholiorum
‘‘ Greecorum, sive exegeseos jejuna: Demophili in tetrabiblon, qua
‘“cum Porphyrii sive Antiochi isagoge, Griece et Latine, addita
** Hieron. Wolfii versione, lucem vidit Basil. 1559, fol. In his scho-
‘“liis Dorotheus allegatur, p. 48, 110, et 139; Cleopatra, p. 88 ; Por-
‘¢ phyrius Philogsophus, p. 169. Meminit et auctor Petosiridis ac Ne-
‘‘ cepso, p. 112 :—2syu 3s waraior Tov Niysyw (ita leg. pro Xsgw ut p 112)
 mas Mifocig, wres Aag wgwre o )i aggoroyins tEnTrwcay wgoywwsizor”. Pa-
‘‘ raphrasin tetrabibli a Proclo concinnatam Griece edidit Melancthon,
‘“ Basil. 1554, 8vo. Grwce et Latine cum versione sud Leo Allatius,
““Lugd. Batav. 1654t, 8vo. Locum Ptolemwi e codice Graco MS.

* —¢ Nechepsos and Petosiris are anciently spoken of, for they
** first explained prognostication by Astrology.”

+This was perhaps a reprint of the edition of 1635, from which
the present translation has been made ; unless there may have been
an error of the press in stating 1654 instead of 1635, which seems
probable, as the edition of 1635 is unnoticed by Fabricus.












PREFACE. xxXvik

nople, in the year 410. He studied at Alexandria and
at Athens, and became very eminent among the later
Platonists. He succeeded Syrianus, a celebrated phi-
losopher, in the rectorship of the Platonic school at
Athens, and died there in 485* He was a most volu-
minous author, in poetry as well as in prose. Among
his works there are Hymns to the Sun, to Venus, and
to the Muses; Commentaries upon several pieces of
Plato, and upon Ptolemy’s Tetrabiblost; an Epitome
or Compendium of all the Astronomical Precepts de-
monstrated in the Almagest; and Elements of Theology
and Natural Philosophy.—He was in dispute witHhe
Christians on the question of the eternity of the world,
which he undertook to prove in eighteen elaborate ar-
guments.—A late writer in a certain periodical work
has erroneously identified him with another Proclus,
who was in favour with the Emperor Anastasius, and
who destroyed the ships of Vitalianus, when besieging -
Constantinople in 514, by burning them with great bra-
zen mirrors, or specula.

* Chalmers’s Biographical Dictionary.
+ It will, of course, be understood that this Commentary is distinct
from his Paraphrase, now translated.

Signs of the Zodiac.

o Aries = Libra-
8 Taurus M Scorpio
O Gemini 1 Sagittarius
g5 Cancer 78 Capricorn
L Leo <=2 Aquarius

ny Virgo X Piscee.
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Chap. 11.] PTOLEMY'S TETRABIBLOS. 7

vidual's temperament may be perceived; and the cor-
poreal shape and mental capacity with which the person
will be endowed at birth may be pronounced ; as well as
the favourable and unfavourabhle ¢vents indicated by the
state of the Ambient, and liable to attend the individual
at certain future periods; since, for instance, an event
dependent on. nne disposition of the Amnbient will be ad-
vantageous to a particular temperament, and that result-
ing from another unfavourable and injurious. From
these circumnstances, and others of similar import, the
possibility of prescience is certainly evident.

Therc are, however, some plausible assailants of this
doctrine, whose attacks though greatly misapplied seem
yet worthy of.the following observations.

- In the first place, the science demands the greatest
study and a constant attention to a multitude of different
points; and as all persons who are but imperfectly prac-
tised in it must necessarily commit frequent mistakes, it
has been supposed that even such mistakes as have been
truly predicted have taken place by chance only, and not
from any operative cause in nature. But it should be
remembered that these mistakes arise, not from any defi-
ciency or want of power in the science itself, but from
the incompetency of unqualified persons who pretend to
exercise it. And besides this, the majority of the per-
sons who set themselves up as professors of this science,
avail themselves of its name and credit for the sake of
passing off some other mode of divination ; by that means
defrauding the ignorant, and pretending to foretellmany
things which from their nature cannot be possibly fore-
known ; and consequently affording opportunities to more
intelligent people to impugn the value even of such pre-
dictions as can rationally be made. The reproach, how-
ever, thus brought upon the science is wholly unmerited ;
for it would be equally just to condemn all other branches
























Chap. 11.] PTOLEMY'S TETRABIBLOS. 11

sometimes liable to be fallacious; nor, on the other hand,
to admit that all events, whatever, are open to previous
cnquiry ; as if such enquiry could in all cases be securely
conducted without having recourse to mere inference,
and as if it were not limited by the narrow extent of
mere human abilities. The art of navigation, for
instance, is not rejected, although it is in many points
incomplete ; therefore the bare fact that predictions
are frequently imperfect cannot authorise the rejection
of the art of prescience: the magnitude of its scope,
and the faint resemblance that it bears to a divine
attribute, should rather demand grateful commendation:,
and receive the utmost regard and attention. And,
sinee no weakness is imputed to a physician, because
he enquires into the individual habit of his patient, as
well as into the nature of the disease, no imputation can
Jjustly attach to the professor of prognostication, because
he combines the consideration of species, nurture, educa-
tion and country, with that of the motion of the heavens:
for as the physican acts but reasonably, in thus consider-
ing the proper constitution of the sick person as well as
his disease; so, in forming predictions, it must surely be
justifiably allowable to comprehend in that consideration
cvery other thing connected with the subject, in addition
to the motion of the heavens, and to collect and compare
with that motion all other co-operating circumstances
arising elsewhere.

4th of June, 1738, at nearly the same moment as his late Majesty,
and in the same parish of St. Martin’s in the Fields; that he went
into business for himself in October, 1760; that he married on the
8th September, 1761 ; and finally, after other events of his life had
resembled those which happened to the late King, that he died on
Saturday, the 29th January, 1820.

These coincidences are, at least, highly remarkable.
























Chap. I11.] PTOLEMY'S TETRABIBLOS. 15

the primary cause. Nevertheless, the fulfilment of events
thus indicated may not be ascribed solely to the vigour of
the cause producing them, nor to any inevitable fate, but
rather to the absence of any opposing influence capable
of prevention. And thus, with all things whatsoever
which trace their cause and origin to nature, the case is
cxactly similar; for stones®, plants, animals, wounds,
passions and diseases, ail will of necessity operate on man
to a certain degree; and they fail to do so if antidotes be
found and applied against their influence.

" Inexercising prognostication, therefore, strict eare must
be taken to foretel future events by that natural process
only which is admitted in the doctrine here delivered;
and, setting aside all vain and unfounded opinions, to
predict that, when the existing agency is manifold and
great, and of a power impossible to be resisted, the cor-
responding event which it indicates shall absolutely take
place; and also, in other cases, that another event shall
not happen when its exciting causes are counteracted Ly
some interposing influence. It is in this manner that
experienced physicians, accustomed to the observation of
«iseases, foresee that some will be inevitably mortal, and
that others are susceptible of cure.

Thus, when any opinion is given by the astrologer
with respect to the various accidents liable to happen, it
should be understood that he advances nothing more than
this proposition; viz. that, by the property inherent in the
Ambient, any conformation of it, suitable to a particular
temperament, being varied more or less, will produce
in that temperament some particulwr affection. And
it is also to be understood that he ventures this opinion
with the same degree of confidence, as that with which a

* In allusion to the sympathetic powers antiently attributed to
certain stones.
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Chap. XIV.]  PTOLEMY'S TETRABIBLOS. 35

shall be hereafter specified;—and the simple and un-
aixed influences existing in the signs, as considered
only in themselves and with regard to each other, will
be first stated.

Chapter XIV.
Tropical, Equinoctial, Fized, and Bicorporeal Signs.

AMONG the twelve signs, some are termed tropical, others
equinoctial, others fixed, and others bicorporeal.

The tropical signs are two: viz. the first thirty degrees
after the summer solstice, which compose the sign of
Cancer; and the first thirty degrees after the winter
solstice, composing the sign of Capricorn. These are
called tropical, because the Sun, after he has arrived at
their first points, seems to turn, and to change his course
towards a contrary latitude ®; causing summer by the
turn he makes in Cancer, and winter by that which he
makes in Capricorn.

There are also two equinoctial signs: Aries, the first
after the vernal equinox; and Libra, the first after the
autumnal equinox; they are so called, because the Sun,
when in the first point of either, makes the day and
night equal.

Of the remaining eight signs, four are fixed, and four
bicorporeal. Those signs, which severally follow im-
mediately after the two tropical and the two equinoctial
signs, are termed fixed, because, during the Sun’s pres-
ence in them, the cold, heat, moisture or dryness, of the
season, which commenced on his arrival in the preceding
tropical or equinoctial sign, is then more firmly estab-
lished :—not, however, that the temperament of the sea-
son has in itself actually increased in vigour, but, having

* In other words, the Sun then begins to diminish his declination,
which, at the first points of the said signs, is at its greatest amount.








































































Chap. XX11.] PTOLEMY’S TETRABIBLOS. +7

Saturn on the contrary, in order to preserve his station
opposite to the Sun, in this respect, as well as in regard
to their respective houses, obtains his exaltation in Libra,
and his fall in Aries: since, in all cases, the increase of
heat must be attended by a diminution of cold, and the
increase of cold by a diminution of heat.

The Moon, again, after conjunction with the Sun in
Aries, the seat of his exaltation, makes her first appear-
ance, and begins to augment her light in Taurus, the
first sign of her own triplicity, which is consequently
ascribed to be her exaltation; while Scorpio, the oppo-
site sign, is her fall.

Jupiter, since he is efficacious in exciting fruitful
breezes from the north, and since he becomes most
northerly, and augments his peculiar influence when in
Cancer, accordingly obtains his exaltation in that sign,
and his fall in Capricorn.

Mars possesses a fiery nature, which receives its
greatest intensity in Capricorn, in which sign this planet
becomes most southerly; his exaltation is therefore
placed in Capricorn, in opposition to that of Jupiter,
and his fall in Cancer.

Venus is of a moist nature, and becomes chiefly moist
when in Pisces. Under that sign a dampness begins to
be perceptible in the atmosphere, and Venus, from being
in that sign, derives an augmentation of her own proper
influence : her exaltation is consequently placed therein,
and her fall in Virgo.

Mercury is of a nature opposite to that of Venus, and
is more dry: in opposition to her, therefore, he takes
his exaltation in Virgo, in which sign the autumnnal
dryness makes its first appearance; and he receives his
fall in Pisces.
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Chap. XXVIL] PTOLEMY’S TETRABIBLOS. 59

and configurated with the ascendant, either from the
lower heaven, or from any other part below the earth, -
its influence then becomes more languid; but if, when
below the earth, it hold no such configuration, it is
entirely deprived of efficacy *.
Y

*In a note on the 6th Chapter of this Book, Whalley says that,
‘‘ according to Ptolemy, such as are between the ascendant and mid-
‘“ heaven obtain the first place of strength, and are ~aid to be in their
‘¢ oriental orientality : but, between the western horizon and the lower
‘“ heaven, in their occidental orientality, which is the second place of
¢“ strength : between the lower heaven and the ascendant, in their
‘‘ oriental occidentality, the first degree of weakness; and between
‘“ the mid-heaven and western horizon, in their occidental occiden-
‘‘ tality, the weakest place of all.” This is all very pretty jargon,.
but certainly NOT *‘ according to Ptolemy,” who distinctly says, on
the contrary, that if a planet ¢ is on the actual horizon, or succedent
‘‘ to the horizon, it is also power/ul, and particularly if in the eastern
‘“ quarter.” The last member of thix sentence, as well as the con-
clusion of this 27th Chapter, shows that Ptolemy did not consider
a sitaation between the mid-heaven and western horizon to be ‘‘ the
“ weakest place of all.”












BOOK THE SECOND.

Chapter 1.

General Division of the Subject.

THE great and leading points, requiring to be attended
to as a necessary means of introduction to the consider-
ation of particular predictions, having been succinctly
defined, the further parts of the subject, comprehending
every thing which may tend to facilitate prediction, and
render it complete, shall now be duly proceeded in; and,
at the same time, care shall be taken to confine the
whole doctrine within the limits of natural reason.

- The foreknowledge to be acquired by means of Astro-
nomy is to be regarded in two great and principal
divisions. The first, which may be properly called
General, or Universal, concerns entire nations, countries,
or cities; and the second, denominated Particular, or
Genethliacal, relates to men individually.

In considering these respective divisions, it seems
proper to give priority to that which has the more
general application and iunfluence : because, in the first
place, general events are produced by causes greater and
more compulsatory than the causes of particular events;
secondly, because natures of more extended potency
must invariably controul those which are more limited
in action; and, thirdly, because particular events, or
individual affections, are comprehended in those of
general influence *. It is therefore especially necessary,

*® Vide Chap. iii, Book I, pp. 13-14.
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ment; considered agreeably to their familiarity with
those stars and signs whence the natural cause of their
peculiarities duly proceeds.

@hapter II.

Peculiarities observable throughout every entire
Climate.

THE peculiarities of all nations are distinguished accord-
ing to entire parallels and entire angles, and by their
situation with regard to the Sun and the Ecliptic.

The climate which we inhabit is situated in one of the
Northern Quadrants: but other nations, which lie under
more southern parallels, that is to say, in the space
between the equinoctial line and the summer tropie.
have the Sun in their zenith, and are continually
scorched by it. They are consequently black in com-
plexion, and have thick and curled hair. They arc,
moreover, ugly in person, of contracted stature, hot in
disposition, and fierce in manners, in consequence of the
incessant heats to which they are exposed ; and they are
called by the common name of Athiopians. But the
human race does not alone aftford evidence of the violent
heat in these regions; it is shown also by all other
animals and by the state of the surrounding atmosphere.

The natives of those countries which lie under the
more remote northern parallels, (that is to say, under the
Arectic circle and beyond it*) have their zenith far dis-
tant from the zodiac and the Sun’s heat. Their consti-
tutions, therefore, abound in cold, and are also highly
imbued with moisture, which is in itself & most nutritive
quality, and, in these latitudes, is not exhausted by heat:
hence they are fair in complexion. with straight hair, of

¢ ¢« Under the Bears,” in the Greek.
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lunar, and consequently feminine and sinister ; whence
it follows that the inhabitants of the west are milder,
more effeminate and reserved.

Thus, in all countries, certain respective peculiarities
exist in regard to manners, customs and laws: and in
each it is found that some portion of the inhabitants
differs partially and individually from the usual habits
and condition of their race. These variations arise
similarly to the variations perceptible in the condition of
the atmosphere ; as, in all countries, the general state of
whose atmosphere may be either heat, or cold, or tem-
perate, certain districts are found to possess a particular
temperature of their own, and to be more or less hot, or
cold, by being more or less elevated than the general
face of the country. So, likewise, certain people become
navigators owing to their proximity to the sea, while
others are equestrian, because their country is a plain;
and others, again, become domiciliated by the fertility of
their soil.

And thus, in each particular climate, certain peculiar
qualities are to be found, arising from the natural famili-
arity which it holds with the stars and the twelve signs.
And although these qualities do not pervade it, in such
a manner as to be necessarily exhibited by every indi-
vidual native, yet they are so far generally distributed
as to be of much utility in investigating particular
events; and it is highly important to take at least a
brief notice of them.

Chapter III.
The Familiarity of the Regions of the Earth with the
Triplicities and the Planets.
IT has been already stated that there are four triplicities
distinguishable in the zodiac. The first, composed of

Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius, is the north-west triplicity;
F
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west, which lies about Western AEthiopia, and is known
by the general name of Libya.

Each of these quadrants contains certain parts, which,
in comparison with its other parts, lie more contiguous
to the middle of the earth; and these parts, in respect
of the quadrant to which they belong, have a situation
-opposite to the rest of that quadrant, in the same manner
as that quadrant itself is situated in regard to the rest
of the earth. For instance, in the quadrant of Europe,
which is situated on the north-west of the whole earth,
those parts of it which lie towards the middle of the
earth, and near the angles of the other quadrants, are
manifestly situated in the south-east of that quadrant.
The like rule obtains in regard to the other quadrants.
And hence it is evident that each quadrant is in famili-
arity with two oppositely-placed triplicities, its whole
extent being adapted to the one triplicity which governs
it as an entire quadrant ; but its particular parts, situated
about the middle of the earth, and lying, as regards the
rest of the quadrant, in a direction contrary to that
assigned to the whole quadrant altogether, being adapted
to the other triplicity which rules the particular quad-
rant lying opposite to it. The planets exercising do-
minion in both these triplicities also hold familiarity
with these particular parts; but, with the other more
remote parts of any quadrant, only those planets hold
familiarity which rule in the single triplicity to which
the whole quadrant is allotted. With the said particular
parts about the middle of the earth, Mercury also, as
well as the other planets in dominion, bears familiarity,
in consideration of his mediative condition and common
nature.

Under this arrangement, it follows that the north-
western parts of the first quadrant, or that of Europe,
are in familiarity with the north-west triplicity, com-
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imperious, yet kind and benevolent, and careful of the
commonwealth. Tuscany, Celtica, and Spain, are con-
nected with Sagittarius and Jupiter; and their inhabi-
tants are lovers of freedom, simplicity, and elegance.
The south-eastern parts of this quadrant, which are
situated towards the middle of the earth, viz. Thrace,
Macedonia, Illyria, Hellas, Achaia, and Crete, as well as
the Cyclad Isles and the shores of Asia Minor and of
Cyprus, assume, in addition, & connection with the south-
east triplicity, which is composed of Taurus, Virgo, and
Capricorn, and ruled by Venus and Saturn ; and, in con-
sequence of the vicinity of these regions to the middle of
the earth, Mercury likewise has a proportionate dominion
over them. Hence their inhabitants, being subjected to
the rules of both triplicities, enjoy a favourable tempera-
ment of mind and of body. From Mars they imbibe
their fitness for command, their courage, and impatience
of restraint; from Jupiter their love of freedom, their
self-rule, their skill in guiding public affairs, and in
legislation : through the influence of Venus they are also
lovers of the arts and sciences, as well as of music and
poetry, of public shows, and all the refinements of life:
and from Mercury they deduce their hospitality, their
fondness for society and communion, their love of equity
and of literature, and their power of eloquence. They
are also in the highest degree conversant with sacred
mysteries, owing to the vespertine figuration of Venus.
It is further to be observed of these last-named
countries, that the inhabitants of the Cyclad Isles, and
of the shores of Asia Minor and of Cyprus, are more par-
ticularly under the influence of Taurus and Venus, and
are therefore voluptuous, fond of elegance, and over-
studious in their attention to the body. The people
of Hellas, Achaia, and Crete, have a stronger familiarity
with Virgo and Mercury, and are therefore learned and
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matutine figurations also influence their mode of worship,
which is performed by prostration of the breast; because
the heart is the nobler part of the body, and, in its
vivifying faculties, acts like the Sun. And, although
the influence of Venus makes the people, generally
speaking, finical and effeminate in their personal adorn-
ment and apparel, yet the connection which Saturn
holds with them, by means of the east, still renders
them great in mind, eminent in council, courageous and
warlike.

It is to be remarked, that Parthia, Media, and Persia,.
have a more particular familiarity with Taurus and
Venus; whence it follows that the dwellers in those
countries wear splendid garments, and clothe the whole:
person entirely, except the breast; they are also fond of
elegance and refinement. The countries about Babylon,
Mesopotamia, and Assyria, are connected with Virgo and
Mercury ; their inhabitants are consequently studious of
t‘he sciences, and, among other attainments, excel in
meking observations on the five planets. India, Arriana,
and Gedrosia, are connected with Capricorn and Saturn;
the natives of these regions are, therefore, ill-formed in
person, of dirty habits, and barbarous manners.

The remaining parts of this second quadrant, viz. Idu-
mea, Ccelesyria, Judeea, Pheenicia, Chaldea, Orchynia,
and Arabia Felix, occupy a situation in the vicinity of
the widdle of the earth, and in the north-west of the
quadrant to which they actually belong : hence they are
in familiarity with the north-west triplicity (which con-
sists of Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius), and they have for
their rulers, Jupiter and Mars, together with Mercury.
By means of the figuration of these planets, the natives
of the said countries are skilful in trade and all mercan-
tile affairs, heedless of danger, yet treacherous, servile,
and thoroughly fickle.
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-of nature; and, in a worthy cause, they will even readily
-embrace death to preserve their friends. They are,
furthermore, chaste in marriage, elegant and splendid in
their dress, charitable and beneficent, and of enlightened
intellect. All these qualities are principally produced
by the matutine positions of Saturn and Jupiter, who
influence the region.

Among these nations, however, Hyrcania, Armenia,
and Mantiana, have -a greater familiarity with Gemini
and Mercury; and the inhabitants are consequently
more acute in apprehension, but less tenacious of their
probity. The countries about Bactriana, Casperia, and
Serica, are connected with Libra and Venus; and the
natives are endowed with much wealth and many luxu-
ries, and take delight in poetry and songs. The nations
-about Sauromatica, Oxiana, and Sogdiana, are influenced
by Aquarius and Saturn; and are therefore less polished
in manners, and more austere and uncouth.

The other parts of this quadrant, lying near the middle
-of the entire earth, consist of Bithynia, Phrygia, Colchis,
Laxica, Syria, Commagene, Cappadocia, Lydia, Lycia,
Cilicia, and Pamphylia. These, being situated in the
south-west of their quadrant, have familiarity accord-
ingly with the south-west triplicity, composed of Cancer,
Scorpio, and Pisces, and are ruled by Mars and Venus,
together with Mercury. In these countries Venus is
principally worshipped ; she is invoked as the Mother of
the Gods, and by various local and indigenous appel-
lations; Mars likewise receives adoration here, under
the name of Adonis, as well as by other titles¥*; and

* It is usually understood that the male deity, coupled by the
Phrygians with Cybele, ‘‘ the mother of the Gods,” was called by
them Atys; and that Adonis was the name used by the Phwnicians
in addressing the associate of Venus. It has been said that these
-divinities were identical with the Isis and Osiris of the ‘Eyyphans.
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and Pamphylia, have a great familiarity with Pisces and
Jupiter ; whence their inhabitants are wealthy, of mer-
cantile habits, living in freedom and community, faithful
to their engagements, and honest in their dealings.

The remaining quadrant is the vast tract known by
the general name of Libya. Its several parts, dis-
tinguished by the particular names of Numidia, Carthage,
Africa*, Phazania, Nasamonitis, Garamantica, Mauritania,
Getulia, and Metagonitis, are situated in the south-west
of the entire earth, and have due familiarity with the
south-west triplicity, composed of Cancer, Scorpio, and
Pisces; their rulers therefore are Mars and Venus, in
vespertine position. From this figuration of the planets
it results that the dwellers in these regions are doubly
governed by a man and woman, who are both children of
the same mother; the man rules the males, and the
woman the females. They are extremely hot in constitu-
tion, and desirous of women; their marriages are usually
made by violence, and in many districts the local princes
tirst enjoy the brides of their subjects: in some places,
however, the women are common to all. The influence
of Venus causes the whole people to delight in personal
ornaments, and in being arrayed in female attire ; never-
theless, that of Mars renders them courageous, crafty,
addicted to magic, and fearless of dangers.

Again, however, of the above-named countries, Nu-
midia, Carthage, and Africa, are more particularly in
familiarity with Cancer and the Moon : their inhabitants,

* The name of Africa was, in Ptolemy’s time, limited to those
parts of the coast on the Mediterranean which contained the antient
Utica, and in which Tunis now stands. Josephus says the name is
derived from Afer, (one of the posterity of Abraham by Cethurah)
who is stated to have led an army into Libya, and to have established
himself in the country. This Afer is, of course, the same with Epher,
mentioned in the fourth verse of the 25th chapter of Genesis, as a son
of Midian, one of the sona of Abraham by his concubine Keturah.
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public eye. They use various laws and customs, and
worship divers gods. In a state of subjection, they are
submissive, cowardly, abject, and most patient; but
when they command,” they are brave, generous, and
high-minded. Polygamy is frequent among them, and
practised by the women as well as the men: they are
most licentious in sexual intercourse, and allow in-
cestuous commerce between brothers and sisters. Both
men and women are extraordinarily prolific, and corre-
spond in this respect with the fecundity of their soil.
Many of the men are, however, effeminate and debased
in mind, in consequence of the figuration of the malefics,
together with the vespertine position of Venus; and some
of them mutilate their persons®.

Among thése last named countries, Cyrenalca Mar-
marica, and particularly Lower gypt, are chiefly
influenced by Gemini and Mercury: the natives are
therefore highly intellectual and sensible, and gifted
with capacity for every undertaking; above all, for the
attainment of wisdom, and an insight into divine mys-
teries. They are also magicians, performing secret rites
and ceremonies, and are in every respect calculated for the
prosecution of all scientific inquiry+. The mhabltants

palaces, constracted for the dead, in parts of the region in question ;
some of which have been recently made known to the modern world
by the sagacity and enterprize of the celebrated Belzoni.

® Tvsg 3 xas x&la@goves var yswwilizwy widwr.—The ‘ contempt™ here
expressed by s«lapgesses has been taken by all translators (except
Whalley) to signify ¢ mutilation.”

+ History warrants the high encomium here given to the natives
of these countries. Hgypt was the acknowleded mother of the arts
and sciences, and at one time the great depot of all the learning of
the world : her school of astronomy (a science which our author may
be suj posed to have placed in the tirst rank), founded at Alexandria
by Ptolemy Philadelphus, maintained its superior reputation for a
thousand years. Cyrenaica gave birth to many illustrious philoso-
phers, and, among them, to Eratosthenes, who is said to have
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with those which relate to general events, affecting either
certain cities, or districts, or entire countries,

The strongest and principal cause of all these events
exists in the ecliptical conjunctions of the Sun and Moon,
and in the several transits made by the planets during
those conjunctions.

One part of the observations, required in forming pre-
diction in cases of this nature, relates to the locality of
the event, and points out the cities or countries liable to
be influenced by particular eclipses, or by occasional
continued stations of certain planets, which at times
remain for a certain period in one situation. These
planets are Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars; and they furnish
portentous indications, when they are stationary.

Another branch relates to time, and gives pre-infor-
mation of the period at which the event will occur, and
how long it will continue to operate.

The third branch is generic; and points out the classes,
or kinds, which the event will affect.

The last part is specific; and foreshows the actual
quality and character of the coming event.

Chapter VI.

The Regions or Countries to be considered us liable to be
comprehended in the Event.

THE first of the several branches of consideration just
enumerated relates to locality, and is to be exercised in
the following manner : —

In all eclipses of the Sun and Moon, and especially in
such as are fully visible, the place in the zodiac, where
the eclipse happens, is to be noted ; and it must be seen
what countries are in familiarity with that place, accord-
ing to the rules laid down regarding the quadrants and
the triplicities; and in like manner it must be observed

G
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therefore, (as is done in a nativity) the angles are to be
arranged, in every country connected with the eclipse,
according to the hour at which the eclipse takes place
and the elevation of the pole in that country. The time,
during which the obscuration of the eclipse may continue
in each country, is then to be noted in equatorial hours*.
And, after these particulars have been carefully observed,
it is to be understood that the effect will endure as many
years as the obscuration lasted hours, provided the eclipse
was solar, but if lunar, a like number of months is to be
reckoned instead of years.

The commencement of the effect, and the period of its
general intensity, or strength, are to be inferred from the
situation of the place of the eclipse with respect to the
angles. For, if the ecliptical place be near the eastern
horizon, the effect will begin to be manifested in the
course of the first four months after the date of the
eclipse; and its general height, or intensity, will take
place in, or about, the first third part of the whole ex-
tent of its duration. If the ecliptical place happen to
be in or near the juid-heaven, the effect will begin to
appear in the second four months, and its general in-
tensity will occur about the second third part; and, if
the place should fall near the western horizon, the effect
will begin in the third four months, and take its general
intensity in the last third part of its whole duration +.

* Equatorial hours are the twenty-four hours of the earth’s revolu-
tion on its axis. Each of them is equal in duration to the passage
of 15 degrees of the Equator; and they are numbered from noon to
noon. A particular explanation of the astronomical use, both of
temporal and equatorial hours, is to be found in the 9th Chapter of
the second Book of the Almagest ; an extract from which is given in
the Appendix.

t The three periods of four months each, stated in this paragraph,
are applicable to solar eclipses only ; for lunar eclipses, these periods
may be reckoned at ten days each ; that number of days bearing the
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eclipse, and that of the angle before it, may be found.
And a planet, or fixed star,is to be considered as holding
dominion when circumstanced as follows.

If there be found one planet having more numerous
claims than any other to the place of the eclipse, as well
as to that of the angle, being also in the immediate
vicinity of those places, and visibly applying to, or
receding from them, and having likewise more rights
over other places connected with them by configuration ;
the said planet being, at the same time, lord by house,
triplicity, exaltation, and terms; in such a case, only that
single planet is entitled to dominion. But, if the lord
of the eclipse and the lord of the angle be not identical,
then those two planets which have most connections
with each place are to be noted; and, of these two, the
lord of the eclipse is to be preferred to the chief dominion,
“although the other is to be considered, as bearing rule
“ conjointly ”*. And if more than two should be found,
having equal -pretensions to each place, that particular
‘one among them which may be nearest to an angle, or
most concerned with the places in question, by the nature
of its condition, is to be selected for dominion +.

But, among the fixed stars, the chief bright one
(which, during the time of the eclipse, may hold connec-
tion, in any of the nine modes of apparent configuration
detailed in the First Syntaxis} with the angles then
actually in passage) is to be admitted to dominion; as

* The edition of Allatus does not contain the words here marked
by inverted commas ; but they are found in other editions of the text,
and seem necessary to complete the sense of the passage.

4+ *“ When planets, in election for Lords of the eclipse, are found
“ of equal strength and dignity, those which are direct are to be
¢ preferred before those which are retrograde ; and the oriental before
¢ the occidental.”— Whalley’s ‘“ Annotations.”

1 That is to say, in the Almagest, Book 8, Chap. 4; which chapter
is given, entire, in the Appendix.
























Chap. 1X.] PTOLEMY’S TETRABIBLOS. 89

These properties must be gathered from the power of
the stars which control the ruling places, and from the
contemperament created by their relative admixture with
each other and with the places which they controul.
For, although the Sun and the Moon are the acknow-
ledged sources of all the efficacy and dominion of the
stars, and of their strength or weakness, and in a certain
manner regulate and command them, still, it is by the
theory of the contemperament, produced by the stars in
dominion, that the effect is indicated.

In order to understand the indications thus made, it is
necessary to begin by attending to the following detail of
the effective property of each planet—previously observ-
ing, however, that, when any circumstance is said, for
the sake of brevity, to come to pass by the general
influence of the five planets, their temperament, and the
power and assistance they may derive from natures
similar to their own, the actual continuance of their own
proper constitution, or the casual combination of any
analogous influence, arising from fixed stars or places in
the zodiac, are all, at the same time, to be kept in view.
Consequently, whenever any general remark is herein
made relative to the five planets, it will likewise be
necessary to bear in mind both their temperament and
quality ; as fully, indeed, as if the stars themselves had
not been named, but only their effective quality and
nature. And, it is further to be remembered, that, in
every case of compound temperament, not only the
combination of the planets with each other requires to
be considered, but also that of such fixed stars and
zodiacal places as share in the natures of the planets, by

“ be with the Sun, and not to be seen ; then it is very weak. Or if
“ it is to be seen, and is with the Sun occidental, it is inditferent.
¢ Or if it be seen, and is not with the Sun, it is stronger : or if it be
¢ seen, and is oriental, then it is strongest.”
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from royalty, and adds greater lustre to kings them-
selves, increasing their dignity and magnanimity: all
men, in short, will share in the prosperity created by its.
influence. With regard to the operation of the event on
brutes, those which are domestic and adapted to man’s
~ervice will be multiplied and will thrive; while others,
which are useless and hostile to man, will be destroyed.
The constitution of the atmosphere will be healthy and
temperate, filled with gentle breezes and moisture, and:
favourable to fruits. Navigation will be safe and suc-
cessful ; rivers will rise to their just proportion; fruits
and grain, and all other productions of the earth con-
ducive to the welfare and happiness of mankind, will be
presented in abundance.

Mars, when governing alone, generally causes such
mischief and .destruction as are concomitant with dry-
ness. And, among mankind, foreign wars will be
excited, accompanied with intestine divisions, captivity,
slaughter, insurrections of the people, and wrath of
princes against their subjects ; together with sudden and
untimely death, the consequence of these disturbances.
Feverish disorders, tertian agues, and hamorrhages will
take place, and will be rapidly followed by painful
death, carrying off chiefly youthful persons: and con-
tlagration, murder, impiety, every infraction of the law,
adultery, rape, robbery, and all kinds of violence will be:
practised. The atmosphere will be parched by hot,
pestilential, and blasting winds, accompanied by drought,
lightnings, and fires emitted from the sky. At sea,
ships will be suddenly wrecked by the turbulence of the
wiud and strokes of lightning. Rivers will fail, springs.
will be dried up, and there will be a scarcity of water:
proper for food and sustenance. All the creatures and
productions of the earth adapted to the use of man,
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consumption, and hemorrhage.—All parts of the cere-
monies and services of religion, the affairs of the
executive government, as well as manners, customs, and
laws, are disposed and regulated by this planet, con-
formably to its admixture and familiarity with each of’
the others. And in cousequence of the dryness of its
nature, arising from its proximity to the Sun, and the
rapidity of its motion, it will generate in the atmosphere
turbulent, sharp, and variable winds, together with
thunders, meteors, and lightnings, accompanied by
sudden chasms in the earth, and earthquakes: by these
means it not unfrequently occasions the destruction of
animals and plants assigned to the service of mankind.
Besides the foregoing effects, it produces, when in
vespertine position, a diminution of waters, and, when
matutine, an augmentation.

Each of the planets, when fully exercising its own
separate and distinct influence, will properly produce the -
peculiar effects above ascribed to it; but should it be
combined with others, whether by configuration, by
familiarity arising from the sign in which it may be
posited®, or by its position towards the Sun, the coming
event will then happen agreeably to the admixture and
compound temperament which arise from the whole
communion actually subsisting among the influencing
powers. It would, however, be a business of infinite
labour and innumerable combinations, quite beyond the
limits of this treatise, to set forth fully every contem-
perament and all configurations, in every mode in which
they can possibly exist; and the knowledge of them
must, therefore, be acquired by particular discrimination

* That is to say, (technically speaking,) by reception, or by being
posited in & sign in which another planet has a certain dignity or-
prerogative.
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ecliptical place of the luminaries to the place of either
juminary in a nativity, produces an effect least capable
of being guarded against®.

Chapter X.
Colours in Eclipses; Comets, and similar Phenomena.

IN investigating general events, it is necessary further
to observe the colours or hues displayed during an
eclipse, either in the luminaries, or arourd them; in the
shape of rods or rays, or in other similar forms. For, if
these colours or hues should be black, or greenish, they
portend effects similar to those produced by Saturn’s -
nature; if white, to those operated by Jupiter; if
reddish, to those by Mars; if yellow, to those by Venus:
and if of various colours, to those by Mercury.

And, if the entire bodies of the luminaries be thus
coloured, or should the hues extend over all the parts

* In conformity to the rule laid down in Chap 6 of this Book,
those individuals whose nativities may thus resemble the position of
the heavens at the time of an eclips , and who are here stated to be
chiefly liable to the effects of the eclipse, will be more affected by it,
if it should be visible to them.

To the precepts contained in this chapter, Placidus makes the fol-
lowing allusion, in his remarks on the nativity of Cardinal Pancirole.
—*¢ Any significator whatever, together with the other stars, whils
‘¢ they are moved by a converse universal motion, change tt e aspect
¢ alternately, and consequently the mundane rays, as it likewise
happens when they acquire parallels :—the rays thus acquired a1e
of along continuance, and denote a certain universal disposition
of the things signified, either good or bad, according to the nature
of the aspecting stars ; as it happened to this Cardinal, who some
years before his death was always sickly : and this observation i~
wonderful in the changes of the times and weather ; for this prin-
ciple Ptolemy adhered to in the Almagest, lib. viii, cap. 4 ; and
this doctrine he also mentions in the 2nd Book of Judgments, ia
¢ the chapter on the Nature of Events.”—(Cooper’s Traunslation,
p- 272.)
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early commencement ; but, if vespertine, that it will be
late and tardy.

The general and more comprehensive parts of the
consideration regarding regions, countries, and cities,
having now been explained, it becomes necessary to dis-
cuss certain particular points of the same consideration ;
that is to say, the annual occurrences which take place
at certain fixed seasons, and the chief of which is that
called the New Moon of the Year.

Chapter XI.
The New Moon of the Year.

IN every annual revolution made by the Sun, the first
new Moon of the year is to be considered as the point
of the commencement of his circuit; this is evident not
only from its denomination, but from its virtue also *.
The case stands thus:—In the ecliptic, which, as a
circle, has in fact no actual or definite beginning, the
two equinoctial and the two tropical points, marked
by the equator and the tropical circles, are reasonably
assumed as beginnings. And to obviate any doubt as
to which of these four points should preferably be con-
sidered as the primary beginning, (since in the regular
simple motion of a circle no part of it has any apparent
precedence,) the appropriate quality naturally belonging
to each of these four points has been taken into con-
sideration by the writers on this subject. And the point

® The Neomenia, or new Moon, was observed as a festival with
much solemnity in earlier ages and by the most ancient nations. It
was celebrated by the Israelites, as well as by Pagans, and it may
perhaps be gathered from the 5th and 6th verses of the 20th Chapter
of the 1st Book of Samuel, that it was kept once in a year with
greater ceremony than at other times: this was done, probably. at
the ‘“ New Moon of the Year,” as Ptolemy calls it; or, in other
words, at the new Moon nearest to the vernal equinox.

H
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occasional variation. All these general effects are usually
brought about by the new or full Moon which takes place
at the aforesaid points, and by the configurations then
existing between the luminaries and the planets; but
there are certain particular consequences which result
frem the new and full Moon in every sign*, and from
the transits of the planets; “and which require monthly
investigation +.”

It therefore becomes necessary to explain, in the first
instance, the particular natures and attributes exercised
by each sign in influencing the several constitutions of
the weather, as it exists at various times of the year ;—
these natures and attributes shall now be immediately
detailed. It will be recollected, that the peculiar pro-
perties of the planets and the fixed stars, as affecting the
wind and the atmosphere, as well as the manner in which
the entire signs hold familiarity with the winds and the
seasons, have been already set forth.

Chapter XII.

The particular Natures of the Signs by which the different
Constitutions of the Atmosphere are produced?.

THE sign of Aries has a general tendency, arising from
the presence of the Equinox, to promote thunder and hail.
Certain of its parts, however, operate in a greater or less
degree, according to the nature of the stars which com-
pose the sign: for instance, the front parts excite rain and
wind ; the middle are temperate; and those behind are

* That is to ray, at the new and full Moon taking place during the
San’s progress through each sign.

+ The passage marked thus ¢ ” is not in the Greek, but is found
in two Latin translationsa,

1 According to Wing, in his ** Introduaction to the Ephemerides,”
printed in 1652, the signs, as mentioned in this chapter by Ptolemy,
are to be considered in their quality as constellations, and not as
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watery. The northern parts promote wind ; the southern
are temperate.

Libra has a general tendency to produce change and
variation. Its front and middle parts are temperate ; its
hinder parts watery. The northern parts cause variable
winds, and the southern are moistening and pestilential.

Scorpio, in its general character, is fiery and produc-
tive of thunder. The front parts cause snow; the middle
are temperate; the latter parts excite earthquakes. Its
northern parts are heating ; its southern moistening.

Sagittarius, generally, is effective of wind. The front
parts are moistening; the middle temperate; and the
hinder parts fiery. The northern parts prowmote wind,
and the southern variation and moisture.

Capricorn’s general tendency is to operate moisture;
but its anterior parts are pernicious by means of heat;
its middle parts are temperate, and its latter parts pro-
mote rain. Both its northern and southern parts are
injurious by means of moisture.

Aqua.ri.us, in its general character, is cold and watery.
The front parts are moistening ; the middle temperate;
and the latter parts productive of wind. The northern
parts are heating ; the southern cause snow.

Pisces, in its general character, is cold and effective
of wind. The front parts are temperate; the middle
moistening ; the hinder parts highly heating. The
northern parts excite wind, and the southern are watery.

Chapter XIII
Mode of Comsideration for particular Constitutions of
the Atmosphere.
THE tirst part of the consideration, requisite to form an
estimate of the various constitutions liable to take effect
in the atmosphere, applies to the general qualities per-
vading the several quarters of the year, and has therefore
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the period of the Sun’s transit through either tropical or
equinoctial point, whichever it may be; and to arrange
the angles (as in the case of a nativity) according to the
degree and hour at which the new or full Moon may be
found to happen, in every latitude for which the con-
consideration inay be desired. Such planets and stars as
may have dominion over the places where the said new
or full Moon happens, and over the following angle, are
then to be noted ; in the same manner as that stated with
regard to eclipses. And after these preliminary steps
have been attended to, a general inference may be drawn
a3 to the proper qualities of the whole quarter; and the
intensity or relaxation of their-operation is to be con-
templated from the natures of the ruling planets or stars,
distinguished by the faculties they possess, and by the
mode in which they affect the atmosphere.

The second part of the consideration relates to each
month, and requires a similar observation of the new or
full Moon first taking place on the Sun’s progress through
each sign: and it must be remembered, that, if a new
Moon should have happened at a period nearest to the
Sun’s transit over the past tropical or equinoctial point,
the new Moon also in each succeeding sign, until the
commencement of the next quarter, is to be observed;
but, if a full Moon should have so happened, then similar
observation is to be made of each subsequent full Moon.
The angles, also, must be duly attended to, as well as the
planets and stars ruling in both the places*; and especi-
ally the nearest phases, applications, and separations of
the planets, and their properties. The peculiar qualities
of the two places, and the winds, liable to be excited by
the planets themselves and by those parts of the signs

* *“ Both the j-laces.” These are the places of the new or full Muon,
and of the following angle ; as before mentioned with regard to the
quarterly consileration.
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alternately more intense or more relaxed in their
respective qualities. In this manner, by certain positions
of the Moon, the flux and reflux of the sea are caused;
and, when the Luminaries may be in angles, a change
of the wind is produced, according to the direction of
the Moon’s ecliptical latitude.

Finally, in all these considerations, it must be remem-
bered that the more general and first constituted cause
takes precedence, and that the particular cause comes
subsequently and secondarily; and that the operation
is in the highest degree confirmed and strengthened,
when the stars, which regulate the general effects,
may be also contignrated towards the production of
the particular effects.

Chapter XIV.
The Signification of Meteors.

IN order to facilitate prognostication in minor and more
limited instances, it is important to muke further
observation of all remarkable appearances occasionally
visible around or near the Sun, Moon, and stars. And,
for the diurnal state of the atmosphere, the Sun’s rising
should be remarked ; for the nocturnal state, his setting ;
but the probable duration of any such state must be
considered by reference to the Sun’s configuration with
the Moon ; for, in most cases, each aspect, made between
them, indicates the continuance of a certain state until
another aspect shall take place.

Hence, the Sun, when rising or setting, if he shine
clear and open, free from mists, gloom, and clouds,
promises serene weather. But, if he have a wavering
or fiery orb, or seem to emit or attract red rays, or if he
be accompanied in any one part by the clouds called
parhelia, or by other reddish clouds of extended figure,
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snow ; if pale, or black and broken, tempests with winds
and snow, both: and, whenever a greater number may
appear, storms of greater fury are portended.

The planets, also, and the brighter fixed stars, occu-
sionally have halos, which indicate certain effects
appropriate to their tinctures, and to the nature of the
stars around which they may be situated.

The apparent magnitudes of the fixed stars, and the
colours of the lumninous masses amonyg them, are likewise
to be remarked : for, when the stars appear brighter and
larger than usual, they indicate an excitation of the
wind from that quarter in which they may be situated.
The nebulous mass of the Prasepe in Cancer, and others
similar to it, also require observation; as, if in fine
weather they appear gloomy and indistinet, or thick,
they thereby threaten a fall of rain; but, if clear and in
continual vibration, they announce rough gales of wind*.
" Appearances occasionally visible in the sky, resemb-
ling the trains of cometst, usually indicate wind and
drought; in a degree proportionate to their multitude
and continuance.
~Appearances, resembling shooting or falling stars,
when presented in one part only, threaten a movement
of wind from that part}; when in various and opposite

* At this place, the following sentence, not found in the Greek, is
inserted in a Latin translation :

¢ If the northern of the two stars, situated one on each side of the
“ Pracsepe, and called the Asini, should not appear, the north wind
“ will blow : but, if the southern one be invisible, the south wind ”

+These coruscations are, perhaps, similar to those now known by
the name of the Aurcra Borealis.

1 Virgil again:
““Sape etiam stellas vento impendente videbis
¢ Priecipites ceelo labi.”—etc. Georg. 1, 1. 365.

A great part of the 1st Georgic consists of astrological rules for pre-
dicting the weather, closely resembling the precepts here given by
Ptolemy. Virgil is said to have adopted his doctrine from Aratus.
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parts, they portend the approach of all kinds of tem-
pestuous weather, together with thunder and lightning.
Clouds resembling fleeces of wool will also sometimes
presage tempests; and the occasional appearance of the
rainbow denotes, in stormy weather, the approach of
serenity ; in fine weather, storms. And, in a word, all
remarkable phenomena, visible in the sky, universally
portend that certain appropriate events will be produced,
each harmonising with its proper cause, in the manner
herein deseribed.

After the foregoing brief investigation of the wmore
limited, as well as more extensive significations, regard-
ing general events it becomes proper to proceed to the
doctrine of genethliacal prognostication, or judgment of
individual nativities.









BOOK THE THIRD.

Chapter I

Proem.

IN the preceding pages, such events as affect the world
generally have been discussed in priority; because they
are operated by certain principal and paramount causes,
which are, at the same time, predominant over par-
ticular and minor events applicable only to the separate
properties and natural peculiarities of individuals. The
foreknowledge of these particular events is called Gen-
ethlialogy, or the science of Nativities.

It must be remembered that the causation, by which
all effects, whether general or particular, are produced
and fureknown, is essentially one and the same; for the
motions of the planets, and of the Sun and Moon, pre-
sent the operative causation of events which happen
to any individual, as well as of those which happen
generally ; and the foreknowledge of both may be
obtained by the same accurate observation of the dis-
tinct natures of the several creatures and substances
subjected to the influence of the heavenly bodies, and
by due attention to the changes produced in those
natures, by the configurations displayed in the Ambient
by the planctary motion.

Still, however, th.e causes of general events are greater
and more complete than those of particular events;
and, although it has been now stated that one single
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The Conception, and the Parturition, or Bir tk by whick®, /
latter Event the Animal quits the Womb, and assumes
another Stute of Existence.

THE actual moment, in which human generation com-
mences, is in fact, by nature, the moment of the concep-
tion itself; but, in efficacy with regard to subsequent
events, it is the parturition, or birth.

In every case, however, where the actual time of con-
ception may be ascertained, either casually or by observa-
tion, it is useful to remark the effective influence of the
configuration of the stars as it existed at that time; and,
from that influence, to infer the future personal peculi-
arities of mind and body. For the seed will, at the very
first, and at once, receive its due quality, as then dis-
pensed by the Ambient; and, although in subsequent
periods its substance is varied by growth and conforma-
tion, it will still, by the laws of nature, congregate, during
its growth, only such matter as may be proper to itself,
and will become more and more imbued with the peculiar
property of the first quality impressed on it at the time
of conception. These precepts must always be attended
to, when that time can be ascertained.

But, if the time of conception cannot be precisely made
out, that of the birth must be received as the original
date of generation; for it is virtually the most import-
ant, and is in no respect deficient, on comparison with
the primary origin by conception, except in one view
only; viz. that the origin by conception affords the
inference of occurrences which take effect previously to
the birth, whereas the origin by birth can, of course, be
available only for such as arise subsequently. And,
although the birth should in strictness be called the
secondary beginning, while the conception might be
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commixture of all the stars, and abounding in infinite
complication and diversity, will therefore be passed
over; and, in fact, any attempt to detail it, however
accurately and minutely made, in conformity to the
several precepts given in the traditions relating to it,
would prove unserviceable and unintelligible: it is
therefore entirely abandoned. And the doctrine, now
presented, comprehending every species of event liable
to happen, and explaining all the effective intluences
generally exercised by the stars, in their separate quali-
ties, over every other species of event, shall be delivered
succinetly, and in agreement with the theory of nature.

With this view, certain places in the Ambient, regu-
lating the formation of all inferences of the events liable
to affect mankind, are appointed as a kind of mark to
which the whole theory of those inferences is applied,
and to which the operative powers of the stars, when
holding familiarity with the said places, are in a general
manner directed: in the same way as, in archery, the
arrow is directed to the target.—And any event, which
depends on the compound temperament of many various
natures and influences together, must be left to the
discretion of the artist, who, like the skilful archer, must
himself judge of the best mode of hitting the mark.

To proceed methodically and in due order, it is proper
to commence by investigating such general events as are
open to consideration, and liable to have happened, or to
happen, at the actual origin by birth; since, from that
origin, all things necessary to be investigated may be
gathered, as before stated. Yet, if a previous inquiry,
by means of the primary origin by conception, should
nevertheless be desired and undertaken, such an inquiry
may still in some degree assist prognostication ; although
only in regard to properties and qualities dispensed and
imbibed at the time of conception.

I
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sary to mark exactly the degree of the conjunction of the
two luminaries; but, if a full Moon, the degree of that
luminary only which may be above the earth during the
parturition. After this it must be observed what planets
have dominion over the said degree: and their dominion
depends always on the five following prerogatives, viz.
on triplicity, house, exaltation, terms, and phase or
configuration®; that is to say, a planet, eligible to
dominion, must be connected with the degree in question
either by one, or more, or all of these prerogatives.

If, therefore, there may be found any one planet
properly qualified in all or most of these prerogatives, the
exact degree, which it occupies in that sign in which it
may be posited during the parturition, is to be remarked;
and it is then to be inferred that a degree of the same
numerical denomination was actually ascending, at the
precise time of birth, in that sign which appears, by the
Doctrine of Ascensions, to be nearest to the ascendant+-.

But when two planets, or more, may be equally
qualified in the manner prescribed, it must be seen
which of them may transit, during the parturition, a
degree nearest in number to the ordinary degree shewn
by the Doctrine of Ascensions to be then ascending ; and
that said degree, nearest in number, is to be considered
as pointing out the numerical denomination of the degree
actually ascending. And when the degrees of two planets,
or more, may closely and equally approximate in numeri-
cal denomination to the ordinary degree found by the
Doctrine of Ascensions, the degree of that planet which
possesses further claims, by connection with the angles
and by its own condition, is to regulate the number of
the actually ascending degree.

* ¢ Phase or configuration.” Or, holding some authorized aspect
to the degree in question.
1 Or, on the ascendant.
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Thus, the questions to be solved, in regard to the actual
circumstances of the birth itself, are, whether the pro-
duction will be male or female; twins, or even more;
whether it will be monstrous; and whether it will be
reared.

The questions of the periods subsequent to the birth
relate first to the duration of life (which is distinet from
the question of rearing), then to the shape and figure of
the body, to the bodily affections, and to injuries or defects
in the members. After these, further inquiry is instituted
as to the quality of the mind, and the mental affections;
then, as to fortune, in regard to rank and honours
as well as wealth. In succession to these, the character
of the employment or profession is sought out; then,
the questions relative to marriage and offspring, and to
consentaneous friendship, are to be considered; then, that
concerning travel; and, lastly, that concerning the kind
of death which awaits the native. The question of death,
although depending, in fact, upon the same influence as
the question of the duration of life, seems yet to find its
proper situation in being placed last in the series.

On each of the foregoing points of inquiry, the doctrine
and precepts to be followed shall be thoroughly and suc-
cinctly detailed; but all idle conceits,promulgated by many
persons without any foundation capable of sustaining the
test of reason, shall be utterly avoided, in deference to
the only true agency, which is derived from primal
Nature herself. It is only upon clearly effective influ-
ences that this treaty is established : and all matters,
which are open to an authorized mode of inquiry by
means of the theory of the stars, and their positions and
aspects with regard to appropriate places, shall be fully
discussed here ; but the divination by lots and numbers,
unregulated by any systematic causation, must remain
unnoticed.












Chap. V.] PTOLEMY'S TETRABIBLOS. 119,

scheme of the nativity, when transiting an angle or
succedent house ; especially those of the ascendant, or of
the mid-heaven. But it is cosmically weaker, when not
in one of its own places; or when occidental, or retarded
in its course; and in respect to the scheme of the
nativity, it is weak when cadent from the angles.

Lastly, the general time, about which the event will
take place, is to be inferred from the ruling planet’s
matutine or vespertine position, in regard to the Sun
and the ascendant, and from the circumstance of its
being situated in an angle, or a succedent house. As, if
it be matutine, or in an angle, its influence operates
earlier and more promptly; but, if vespertine, or in a
succedent house, later and more tardily. And, in
reference to this point, the quadrant which precedes the
Sun, and that which precedes the ascendant, together
with the quadrants opposite to these, are oriental and
matutine ; and the other quadrants, following the
former, are occidental and vespertine.

Chapter V.
The Pavrents.

UNDER each head of enquiry the proposed investigation
must be entered upon in the manner mentioned in the
preceding chapter: and, to proceed in due order, the
circumstances relating to the parents require to be first
disposed of. .

In conformity with nature, the Sun and Saturn are
allotted to the person of the father; and the Moon and
Venus to that of the mother: and the mode in which
these luminaries and planets may be found posited, with
reference to each other, as well as to other planets and
stars, will intimate the situation of affairs affecting the
parents.
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part of fortune, as shewn by the scheme of the nativity,
be found in a favourable position, and in consonance
with the doryphory of the Sun and Moon, the estate of
the parents will then remain steady and secure. If.
however, the position be discordant and adverse, or if
the malefics compose the doryphory, the parents’ estate
will be unproductive and even burthensome.

The probable duration of the lives of the parents is to
be inferred by means of other configurations. And, in
the case of the father, a long life is presaged, if Jupiter,
or Venus, be in any mode whatever configurated with
either the Sun or Saturn; or, also, if Saturn himself
makes an harmonious configuration with the Sun (that
is to say, either by the conjunction, the sextile, or the
trine) ; provided such configuration be fully and strongiy
established and confirmed*:—and, when not so estab-
lished and confirmed, although it does not actually
denote a short life, yet it will not then equally presage
a long life.

If, however, the planets be not posited in the manner
just described ; and if Mars be elevated above+, or ascend

* The Perugio Latin translation, of 1646, inserts here, ‘‘and pro-
““vided Saturn and the Sun are not impeded by being posited in
‘“ unfortunate or unsunitable places.”

t ¢ Elecated.” Moxon’s Mathematical Dictionary gives the follow-
ing detinition of this astrological term. ‘¢ Elevated. A certain pre-
‘“ eminence of one planet above another; or, a concurrence of two
‘“ to a certain act, wherein one, being stronger, is carried above the
¢ weaker, and does alter and depress its nature and influence : But
“ whereia this being elevated consists, there are several opinions;
““ some say when a planet is nearest the zenith, or meridian ; others
‘“will have it only that planet that is highest, or nearest to the
““ Apogion of his eccentric or epicycle. And Argol admits of all
‘“ these, and several other advantages, and thence advises to collect
¢“ the several testimonies, and that that planet, who has most, shall
“ be said to be elevated above the other.” According to Whalley,
Cardan’s opinion was that ‘‘ that planet iz most elevaked wihwdn
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be harmoniously configurated with the Moon, either by
the sextile, the trine, or the conjunction, the mother will
live long.

If, however, Mars be succedent to the Moon and Venus,
or in quartile or opposition to them, or, if Saturn be
similarly aspected to the Moon only, and both of them be
void of course or retrograde, or cadent, adverse accidents
and disease will attend the mother; should they, on the
other hand, be swift in motion and placed in angles, they
portend that her life will be short, or grievously afflicted.
Their position in the oriental angles, or succedent houses,
particularly denotes the shortness of her life; and, in
those which are occidental, her aflliction. In the same
manner, should Mars be thus aspected to the Moon, (and
should that luminary at the same time be oriental) the
mother’s sudden death, or some injury in her face or eyes,
will be produced: and, if the Moon be then occidental,
death will be cccasioned by miscarriage in parturition,
by inflammation, or by wounds. Such are the effects
which ensue from these aspects made by Mars to the
Moon ; but, should he make them to Venus, death will
then take place from fever, some latent disease, or sudden
sickness. Saturn’s aspect® to the Moon, when she is
oriental, inflicts on the mother disease and death from
extreme colds, or fevers; but, should the Moon be occi-
dental, the danger arises from affections of the womb, or
from consumption.

In the investigation of all these circumstances, it is
highly essential that the properties of the signs, in which
are situated the stars actuating the influence, should be
also taken into consideration; and that, by day, the Sun
and Venus should be principally observed ; and, by night,
Saturn and the Moon.

* By the quartile or opposition, as belore mentioned.
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Stars, posited separately or at a distance from each
other, distribute, at their appropriate times and periods,
the events operated by each; thus the earlier events
are brought about by stars which are more oriental
than others, and the latter events by those which are
more occidental. For it is indispensably requisite that
the star, under the influence of which some particular
event is expected to happen, should be originally* con-

nected with the place to which the inquiry, concerning
that event, is allotted ; and, if such connection should
not have existed, no effect of any importance can
possibly be produced; because a star does not exercise
a vigorous influence, unless it was fully in communica-
tion at the beginning. But, however, the time, at which
the effect will take place, is further regulated by the
relative distance of the star, governing the effect, from
the Sun and the angles of the world, as well as by its
primary position of dominion.

Chapter VI.
Brothers and Sisters.

UNDER this head of inquiry, a general and cursory
investigation, only, can be performed; and an attempt
to dive into minute particulars would be fruitless, and
would prove to be merely a vain search after things not
open to discovery.}

* Or, at the actual time of nativity.

+ In spite of this declaration of the author, it seems, by Whalley’s
note on this chapter, that Cardan maintained that the particular
circuamstances, liable to affect the brothers and sisters, might be
inferred by adopting, as an ascendant, the degree of the planet
holding chief dominion over the place of brethren, and erecting a
scheme thereby, in a mode similar to that allowed by Ptolemy in
the case of parents.
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nature. If, also, the malefic stars should be in elevation
over those which give brethren, the life of the brethren
will then be only of short duration.

Stars, constituted masculinely, represent brothers;
those femininely, sisters. The more oriental stars like-
wise represent the elder born; and those which are more
occidental, the younger.

Moreover, should the stars, which give brethren, be
harmoniously configurated with that one which has
dominion of the sign allotted to brethren, the brethren
will be mutually friendly and affectionate: and, if an
harmonious configuration be also extended, by the same
planets, to the part of fortune, the brethren will live
together in communion. But, if the stars, which give
brethren, should, on the contrary, be in situations uncon-
nected with each other, or be in opposition, the brethren
wili then live at variance, mutually practising enmity
and fraud.

Chapter VII.

Male or Female.

AFTER the indications which regard brothers and sisters
have been investigated by the foregoing rules, consonant
with nature and reason, the actual native, or the person
to whom the scheme of nativity is specially appropriated,
demands attention: and the first and most obvious in-
quiry is whether the said native will be male or female.

The consideration of this question rests not on a single
basis, nor can it be pursued in one sole direction only ;
it depends, on the contrary, upon the several situations
of the two luminaries and the ascendant, and upon such
planets as possess any prerogatives in the places of those
situations; and all these circumstances should be specially
observed at the time of conception, and, in a general
manner also, at that of birth.
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For it will be found that, at a birth of this description,
the luminaries are either cadent from the ascendant, or
else not in any manner configurated with it; while, at
the same time, the angles® are occupied by the malefics.

It therefore becomes necessary, when such a position
of the heavens may occur at the time of birth, to observe
forthwith the preceding new or full Moon+ and its ruler,
as well as the rulers of the luminaries at the said time of
birth. For, if all the places, in which the rulers of the
luminaries, and in which the Moon herself and Mercury
may be situated, at the birth, or, if most of those places
should be totally inconjunct and unconnected with the
places of the said preceding new or full Moon and its
ruler, the birth will then be monstrous. And if it should
be further found, in addition to this absence of connection,
that the luminaries may be also posited in quadrupedal or
bestial signs, and the two malefies in angles, the birth will
in that case not be human. And should the luminaries,
when so circumstanced, be not at all supported by any
benetic planet, but only by malefics, the creature born
will be wholly indocile, wild, and of evil nature : if, how-
ever, they should receive support from Jupiter or Venus,
the offspring will, then be like that of dogs or cats, or
other creatures held in religious veneration and used in
worship}: but, if Mercury support the luminaries, it will
resemble that of fowls, oxen, or swine, or of other
animals adapted to the service of mankind.

When the luminaries may be in signs of human shape,
while other circumstances in the scheme of the nativity
may exist as before described, the ereature born will then

® Whalley says here, *‘ chiefly the ascendant and mid-heaven.”

t+ Whichever might have been nearer in time

+ It is perbaps superfiuous to mention that the two kinds of
animals here named, (as well as many others) were venerated by the
Agyptians.
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apparent connection between them. The questions
themselves are, indeed, similar; for it is nuch the same
thing to inquire whether the child will be nurtured, or
how long it will live; and the only distinction, between
these two questions, arises from the different modes in
which they are treated. For instance, the inquiry into
the duration of life is to be pursued only in cases wherein
there is allotted to the native some space of time, not less
in duration than a solar period; that is to say, a year.
Therefore, since time is also measured by smaller portions,
such as wonths, days, and hours, and since the question,
whether the native will or will not be reared, belongs to
cases wherein some exuberance of evil influence threatens
speedy destruction, and where life is not likely to endure
throughout a whole year, the inquiry into the duration
of life must consequently involve a more multifarious
consideration than that which relates to rearing; which
may be at once disposed of, in a more general and
summary nanner.

Thus, if either of the two luminaries be in an angle,
and one of the malefics be either in conjunction with
that luminary, or else distant in longtitude from each
luminary, in an exactly equal space, so as to form the
point of junction of two equal sides of a triangle, of
which sides the two luminaries formn the extremities,
while, at the same time, no benefic star may partake in
the configuration, and while the rulers of the luminaries
may be also posited in places belonging to, or controuled
by, the malefics— the child, then born, will not be
susceptible of nurture, but will immediately perish.

Should the configuration, made between the malefic
planet and the luminaries, not exist precisely in the
mode jusi mentioned; that is to say, should the said
planet not be equally distant from both luminaries, so as
to forn the point of junction of two eguel €ides ot =
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If malefics should cast their rays to parts preceding
the luminaries, and benefics to parts following them, the
child will be abandoned at its birth ; but will afterwards
meet with adoption, and will live. Yet, if the -malefics
should be in elevation above those benefics which are
thus configurated, the child, so adopted, will lead a life
of misery and servitude : if, on the contrary, the benefics
should be in elevation, then whoever may adopt the
deserted child will supply the place of its parents. And,
provided a benefic planet should either ascend with, or
near in succession to the Moon, or be applying to her,
and one of the malefics be occidental, the child’s own
parents will, in that case, take it again under their
protection.

Rules similar to the foregoing are to be observed when
more than one child is born; for, if any one of those
planets, which may be configurated towards the produe-
tion of two, or even more, children, should be under the
west, the children will be born half dead, or deformed,
and iinperfect in body. And, if the planet so situated
should also be beneath the malefics, the chiidren will not

- be susceptible of nurture, or their life will be of the

shortest span.

Chapter XI.
The Duration of Life.

OF all events whatsoever, which take place after birth,
the most essential is the continuance of life: and, as it
iz, of course, useless to consider, in cases wherein the life
of a child does not extend to the period of one year,
what other events contingent on its birth might other-
wise have subsequently happened, the inquiry into the
duration of life consequently takes precedence of all other
questions, as to the events subsequent to the bixth.
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No degrees under the earth are, in any manner,
eligible to the dominion now in question; except such
only as enter into light actually above the succedent, or,
in other words, with the ascendant. And any sign,
although it may be above the earth, is still incompetent
to partake in this dominion, if it be inconjunct with the
ascendant: hence the sign which precedes the ascendant,
and constitutes the twelfth house (called that of the
Evil Deemon), is incompetent; and not only for the
above reason, but also because it is cadent, and because
the beams cast by the stars posited therein, towards the
earth, are impaired by the-thick and dark exhalations
arising from the earth’s vapours, which produce an
unnatural colour and magnitude in the appearance of
stars so posited, confusing, and in some measure annihi-
lating, their beams.

Thus far with regard to the places of prorogation.

Chapter XIII.

The Number of Prorogators, and also the
Part of Fortune. wH 3.

AFTER due attention has been given to the instructions
in the preceding chapter, the Sun, the Moon, the
ascendant, and the part of Fortune, are to be considered
as the four principally liable to be elected to the office
of px"‘;)rogat,or; and their positions, together with those
of such planets as rule in the places of their positions,
are to be observed.

The part of Fortune is ascertained by computing the
number of degrees between the Sun and the Moon; and
it is placed at an equal number of degrees distant from
the ascendant, ia the order of the signs. It is in all
cases, both by night and day, to be so computed and set
down, that the Moon may hold with it the same reation
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Among the candidates for prorogation as before-
mentioned, by day the Sun is preferred, provided he be
situated in a prorogatory place; and, if not, the Moon;
but if the Moon, also, should not be so situated, then
that planet is to be elected which may have most claims
to dominion, in reference to the Sun, the antecedent new
Moon, and the ascendant; that is to say, when such
planet may be found to have dominion over any one of
the places where these are situated, by at least three
prerogatives, if not more; the whole number being five.
If, however, no planet should be found so circumstanced,
the ascendant is then to be taken.

By night, the Moon is to be elected as prorogator, pro-
vided, in like manner, she should be in some prorogatory
place ; and if she be not, the Sun: if he also be not in
any prorogatory place, then that planet which may have
most rights of dominion in reference to the Moon*, and
the antecedent full Mooun and the part of Fortune. But,
if there be no planet claiming dominion in the mode pre-
scribed, the ascendant must hLe taken, in case a new
Moon had last preceded the birth; but, if a full Moon.
the part of Fortune.

If the two luminaries, and also some ruling planet of
appropriate condition, should be each posited in a proro-
gatory place, then, provided one luminary may be found

‘¢ the part of Fortune to the horoscope. As the Moon is to the Sun,
*¢ 80 is the part of Fortune to the horoscope; and as the Sun ix 10 the
¢ horoscope, so is the Moon to the part of Fortune. So, in the
*“nativity of Charles V, the Moon applies to the ultimate sextile of
“ the Sun, but with a deficiency of 7° 45’ : I subtract the 7° 45’ from
““5° 34’ of Scorpio, the ultim4te sextile to the h-roscope, and the
* part of Fortune is placed in 28° 9’ of Libra.—N.B. In this nativity,
according to Placidus, the Sun is in the second house, in 14° 30’ of
Pisces ; the Moon in the ascendant, in 6° 45’ of Capricorn; the
ascendant is 5° 34’ of Capricorn; and the part of Fortune is in the
ninth house, in 28° 9 of Libra.
* According to her position in the scheme of the naxivivy.
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preceding, the only degree which is strictly ansretic is
that of the western horizon ;—and it becomes so because
it obscures the lord of life ;—while other degrees, of stars
meeting with or testifying to the prorogator, both take
away from and add to the aggregate amount of the pro-
rogation, which would otherwise continue until the
descension or setting of the prorogator. Of these last-
mentioned degrees, however, there are none properly
anzretic; since they are not borne to the prorogatory
place, but, on the contrary, that place is carried to their
positions*. In this manner the benefics increase the
the prorogation, but the walefics diminish it; and
Mercury assists the influence of either party with which
he may be configurated. The amount of the increase or
diminution is indicated by the degree in which each
star, so operating, i3 exactly situated ; for the number of
years will depend upon, and correspond with, the horary

* By the apparent motion of the planetary system. On this pas-
sage, Placidus has the following observations: ‘“In directing the sig-
‘““nificator to the west, you must consider what stars or mundane
‘‘rays are intercepted between the significator and the west ; if for-
““tunate, add their arc to the significator’s arc of direction to the
‘“west ; if unfortunate, subtract it from the same, and it will give
‘“the arc of direction, augmented or diminished according to Pto-
“lemy.—How largely and differently authors have spoken of this
‘“direction of the significator to the west, putting various construc-
“‘tions on the words of Ptolemy, is known to every one. See Car-
¢« dan in his Commentaries, Maginus in Prim. Mob. and the Use of
¢ Legal Astrology in Physic, c. viii, where he delivers the sentiments
“of Naibod. Argol censures wholly this doctrine of Ptolemy’s, of
s« directing the moderator of life to the west, as vain and useless;
“but I say it is worthy of remark, and altogether conformable to
“truth ; because then the rays and intermediate stars of the malign
“only lessen the arc of direction to the west, and do not destroy
*“life, when by a right direction, the moderator of life does not re-
¢ main at the same time with the malignant planet : for, should this
“ happen, they kill, without any manner of doubt.” (Cooper’s trans-
" lation, pp 106 and 108.)
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a ray in quartile, trine, or opposition®, to the said
anmretic degree itself, or to some other degree near in
succession, and not farther distant from it than twelve
degrees, if the benefic be Jupiter; nor than eight, if
Venus : the like impediment will also subsist, if both the
prorogator and its opponent+ should be bodies}, and not
have the same latitude.

Therefore, whenever there may be found two or more
conflicting configurations, auxiliary on the one hand, and
hostile on the other, due observation must be made to
ascertain which party surpasses the other, in power as
well as in number. The pre-eminence in number will
be, of course, obvious, from the greater number § on one
side than on the other; but, for pre-eminence in power,
it must be seen whether the stars, auxiliary or hostile as
the case may be, are, on the one side, in places appro-
priate to themselves, while they are not so on the other;
and especially whether those on the one side may be
oriental, and those on the other occidental. It is also to
be observed, in all cases, that not any one of such stars,
whether hostile or auxiliary, is to be left out of the

* In reference to this passage, Placidus, in speaking of the death
of Octavian Vestrius of Rome, has the-e words: ‘The Moon is found
‘“in a parallel declination of Mars, and Saturn with the opposition of
*“Mars ; the sextile of Jupiter to the Sun could give no assistance,
‘“ because Jupiter is cadent, and the ray sextile is very weak, espe-
“cially when it is the principal ray: for which reason, Ptolemy, in
¢ the chapter of Life, when he mentions the planets that are able to
“gave in the occourses of the infortunes, does not name the sextile,
 but the quartile, trine, and opposition ; because the sextile ray is
¢ feeble, particularly when it is less than 60 ; neither could Venus
‘¢ assist, a8 she was cadent from the house, and in a sign inimical to
““the Sun,” ete. (Cooper’s Translation, p. 286.)

+ Literally, and perhaps more properly, *‘its meeter.”

+ That is to say, orbs, in contradistinction to prorogations made by
aspects or degrees merely.

§ Of the stars and places bruught into configuration.
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In conformity with the foregoing remarks, when it
may happen that the prorogatory and preceding place
may be szctually on the oriental horizon, it will be
proper to reckon, at once, the ascensional times which
may intervene until the meeting of the degrees; be-
cause, after the same number of equatorial times, the
anereta will arrive at the prorogatory place; that is
to say, at the oriental horizon. Should the proroga-
tory place be found on the meridian, the whole number
of degrees by right ascension, in which the whole in-
tercepted arc will transit the meridian, must then be
taken. And if the prorogatory place be on the ocei-
dental horizon, the number of descensions, in which
every degree of the distance will be carried down (or,
in other words, the number of ascensions, in which
their opposite degrees will ascend), is in that case to be
reckoned*. ’

When, however, a prorogatory and preceding place
may not be situated on any one of the aforesaid three
points, but in some intermediate station, it mnust be
observed that other timest will then bring the succeed-
ing place to the preceding one; and not the times of
ascension or descension, or transit of the mid-heaven, as
above spoken of. For any places whatever, which have
one particular position, on the same degree, in regard
to the horizon and meridian, are alike and identical.
This is the case, for instance, with all places lying on
any one of those semicircles which are drawn through
the ares of the meridian and horizon; and each of
these semicircles (all of which have position at the

* This number is that of the oblique descensional times of the
intercepted arc, or of the oblique ascensional times of the arc opposite
to it.—The whole of the instructions in this paragraph are fully
exemplified in the following chapter.

+ Or, times to be reckoned in another manner.

L
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When it has been ascertained what degree of the zodiac
is on the mid-heaven, as also which are the preceding and
succeeding degrees, the period of whose meeting is to be
calculated, the position of the preceding degree, and its
distance in temporal hours from the meridian, are next
to be noted; because any part of the zodiac, on becoming
distant from the meridian in the same temporal hours,
must fall on the same individual semicircle®*. For ascer-
taining this distance, the number of ascensions, in a right
sphere, found in the intermediate space hetween the said
preceding degree and the mid-heaven, elther above or
under the earth, is to be divided by the number of the
diurnal or nocturnal horary times of the said preceding
degree : for instance, if that degree be above the earth,
by its diurnal horary times; and, by its nocturnal, if it
be under the earth. It is then to be discovered in what
number of equatorial times the succeeding degree will be
distant from the same meridian, by as many similar
temporal hours as those by which the preceding degree
is distant from it. And, to effect this, the hours in
question must be noted, and it must first be observed,
by the right ascensions again, how many equatorial
times the succeeding degree, at its original position, is
distant from the degree on the mid-heaven; and then it
must be seen how many equatorial times it will be dis-
tant, on coming to the preceding degree’s distance in
temporal hours from the said mid-heaven : this will be
found, by multiplying those hours by the succeeding
degree’s horary timnes; diurnal, if the future position be
above the earth, and nocturnal if under; and the difter-
ence in amount, of these two distances, in equatorial
times, will present the number of years inquired for.

* Vide Note * p. 146.
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as possible, the amount of the times of ascension of
Aries and Taurus®), since, in this instance, the pro-
rogatory place is established in the ascendant.

In like manner, let the first point of Aries be next
placed on the mid-heaven, culminating ; so that the first
point of Gemini, in its position, may be distant from the
said mid-heaven 58 equatorial timest. Now, as it is
required to bring the first point of Gemini, in its second
position, to the mid-heaven, the whole distance is to be
reckoned, viz. 58 times, in which Aries and Taurus pass
the mid-heaven; because, again, the prorogatory place
was culminating}.

In the same way, let the first point of Aries be de-
scending§; so that the beginning of Cancer may occupy
the mid-heaven, and the first point of Gemini precede
the mid-heaven at the distance of 32 equatorial times|!.
Therefore, as the first point of Aries is on the west, and
again distant six temporal hours from the meridian, let
these six hours be multiplied by the seventeen times;
which will produce 102, making the sum of the distanceT

* That is to say, of their oblique ascension, which is here required
to be reckoned ; becanse the prorogatory and preceding place is in
the ascendant. Vide p. 145, and Note t in page 144.—And the first
point of Gemini, on arriving at the ascendant, will be distant from
the mid heaven 102° 39’ by right ascension; the 13th degree of
Aquarius being then in the culmination in the prescribed latitude.
The oblique ascensions in the atitude 30° 22’ N. are also shewn in
the extract referred to in the preceding note: and it thereby
appears, that Aries and Taurus ascend in 45° 5, instead of 46°.

+ Or rather, 57° 44'—by right ascension.—Vide extract above
referred to.

+ Vide p. 145.

§ Or on the cusp of the 7th House.

|| Or rather, 32° 16’—by right ascension again.—Vide extract as
before.

9 By right ascension.—The amount aecording to the Table is,
however, 102° 39, as before stated.
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angles, the times progressively differed by twélve, but, in
the present case of a minor distance of three hours, they
differ by six*.

There is, however, another method which mnay be used,
and which is still more simple; for instance, should the
preceding degree be on the ascendant, the following
intermediate times of ascensiont, between it and the
succeeding degree, may be reckoned ; should it be on the
mid-heaven, the times of ascension must be reckoned on
a right sphere; and, if it be on the west, descending, the
intermediate times of descension} are to be reckoned.
But, should the preceding degree be between any two of
these angles, as, for instance, at the distance of Aries,
just spoken of, the.proper times for each angle must
first be considered. And, since the first point of Aries
was assigned a position between the two angles of the
mid-heaven and the west, the proper times of the dis-
tances fromn these angles to the first point of Geminig
would be found to be 58 from the mid-hcaven, and 70
from the west. The distances, in temporal hours, of the
precading degree from each of these angles, are then to
be aseertained; and whatever proportion these same
temporal hours, contained in such distances between the
said preceding degree and each angle, may bear to the
temporal hours of the whole quadrant, the same propor-

* The amount of the progressive difference of the times of proro-
gation, as here mentioned, is of course only applicable to the parallel
of declination of the first print of Gemini, in the latitude before
quoted. Tt must necessarily vary in all other parallels of declination,
and also in other latitudes.

+ Oblique ascension.

+ The times of oblique descension of any arc of the zodiac are equal
to the times of oblique ascension of its opposite arc; as before
explained.

§ That is to say, at the time of the 1st point of Aries transiting
the cusp of each angle respectively.
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The aneeretic and critical influences of all meetings or
descensions of prorogators® remain to be determined;
beginning, in due order, with such as are accomplished
in the shortest time. And whatever else may happen,
by means of any affliction or assistance offered (in the
manner heretofore preseribed) during the actual transit
of the meeting, is also to be decided on, as well as what-
ever may occur through other circumstances, arising out
of the ingresses taking place at the time: because, should
the places of both the significators be afflicted, and should
the transit of the stars,at the then existing ingress,
operate injuriously on the chief ruling places, it is then
altogether probable that death will ensue+; and, even
though one of the places} may be disposed favourably
to human nature, the crisis will still be important and
perilous; but, if both the places be so disposed favour-
ably, some debility only, or transient malady, or hurt,
will then happen. It is, however, necessary in these

Appendix will be found a plate, containing diagrams drawn by the
instruments in question, which, though not completely filled up,
will shew how easily, and, at the same time, how accurately, the
measure of time in directions may be ascertained. The said diagrams
have been adapted to the ‘‘ exemplification” here given by Ptolemy;
one of them being laid down for the latitude of Alexandria, and the
other for the latitude of southern Britain (51° 30’ N.), with similar
positions of the preceding and succeeding places adverted to in the text.

* These meetings and descensions are technically termed * direc-
¢ tions.”

+On these words Placidus has the following remark : ¢ The revo-
‘“ lutions may possess some virtue, but only according to the con-
¢ stitution of the stars to the places of the prorogators of the nativity,
¢ and their places of direction, but no further; as Ptolemy was of
‘“ opinion, and briefly expresses himself in his Chapter of Life.
‘¢ ¢ Those who are afflicted, both in the places and conclusions of the
¢¢ ¢ years, by the revolution of the stars infecting the principal places,
‘“ ‘have reason to expect certain death.”” (P. 127 Cooper’s Transl.)

1 Of the significators before-mentioned.












Chap. XVI]  PTOLEMY’S TETRABIBLOS. 155

the natural formation and contemperament appertaining
to every species of the human race, and also from the
figure ascribed to those fixed stars which may be co-
ascending, the conformation of the body is to be inferred.
The planets possessing dominion have the chief influence,
and the proper qualities of their places co-operate with
them. And, in order to simplify these instructions, and
as the planets are first to be treated of, each planet is
individually to be considered as follows: viz.

Saturn, when oriental, acts on the personal figure by
producing a yellowish complexion and a good constitu-
tion; with black and curled hair, a broad and stout
chest, eyes of ordinary quality, and a proportionate size
of body, the temperament of which is compounded
principally of moisture and cold. Should he be ocei-
dental, he makes the personal figure black or dark,
thin and small, with scanty hair on the head; the body
without hair, but well shaped; the eyes black or dark;
and the bodily temperament consisting chiefly of dryness
and cold.

Jupiter ruling, when oriental, makes the persun white
or fair, with a clear complexion, moderate growth of
hair, and large eyes, and of good and dignitied stature;
the temperament being chiefly of heat and moisture.
When occidental, he still causes a fair complexion, but
not of equal clearness; and he produces long straight
bair, with baldness on the forehead or on the crown of
the head; and he then also gives a middle stature to
the body, with a temperament of more moisture.

Mars, ascending, gives a fair ruddiness to the person,
with large size, a healthy constitution, blue or grey eyes,
a sturdy figure, and a moderate growth of hair, with a
temperament principally of heat and dryness. When
occidental, he makes the complexion simply ruddy, and
the personal figure of moderate stature, with small eyes;
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Again, should the planets be matutine, and fully con-
spicuous®, they will cause the body to be large; if in
their first station, they will make it strong and vigorous;
if they should precede or be in advance, it will be
disproportionate ; if in their second station, it will be
weaker, and, if vespertine, altogether mean and sub-
servient to evil treatment and oppression. At the same
time, the places of the planetst, as has been already
said; co-operate especially in producing the shape of
the personal figure, and contribute also towards the
temperament.

And further, it is the general tendency of the
quadrant comprised between the vernal equinox and the
summer tropic to produce good complexions, advan-
tageous stature, fine constitutions, and fine eyes; with a
temperament abounding in heat and moisture. The
quadrant from the summer tropic to the autumnal
equinox tends to produce an ordinary complexion,
proportionate stature, a healthy constitution, large eyes,
a stout person, with curled hair, and a temperament
abounding in heat and dryness. The quadrant from the
autumnal equinox to the winter tropic causes yellowish
complexions, slender, thin, and sickly persons, with a
moderate growth of hair, fine eyes, and a temperament
abundantly dry and cold. The other quadrant, from
the winter tropic to the vernal equinox, gives a dark
complexion, proper stature, straight hair on the head
and none on the body, a goodly figure, and a tempera-
ment abounding in cold and moisture.

To speak, however, more particularly, all constellations
of human form, both those within and those without the

* The Greek is wevuwo Qaous;; literally ‘ making apparition ;
but the subsequent context seems to require the meaning I have
adopted.

+ The parts of the signs in which the planets are posited.
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of the Moon.—Under these circumstances, therefore,
Mars will cause blindness by a stroke or blow, or by the
sword or by burning; and, if he be configurated with
Mercury, it will be effected either in a place of exercise
or sport, or by the assault of robbers. Saturn, however,
under the same circumstances, produces blindness by
cataract, or cold, by a white film, or by other similar
disorders.

Venus, if in one of the angles before-mentioned, and
especially if she be in that of the west, and Saturn be in
conjunction or in configuration with her, or be changing
place with her®*, while Mars, at the same time, is in
elevation above her, or in opposition to her, will produce
impotence in the native, if a male; and, if a female, will
render her liable to abortion, or to produce children still-
born, or not capable of being extracted except in mangled
parts. Such misfortunes especially happen under Cancer,
Virgo, and Capricorn; even though the Moon may be in
the ascendant, in conjunction with Mars. And if, under
the same circumstances, Venus be also configurated with
Mercury, as well as Saturn, Mars again being in elevation
above her, or in opposition to her, the native will be
either an eunuch or hermaphrodite, or devoid of the
natural channels and vents. And, when these positions
occur, should the Sun also partake in the configuration,
the luminaries and Venus being all masculinely consti-
tuted, the Moon in her decrease, and the malefics brought
up in the degrees next successively ascending, the males
will be born maimed or crippled, or injured in their
private members ; (particularly under Aries, Leo, Scorpio,
Capricorn, and Aquarius;) and the females will remain
childless and unprolific. And it also occasionally happens

* This seems to imply, if Saturn be in one of Venus’s places of-
dignity, and Venus in vne of S8aturn’s. Such a counterposition is
technically termed ‘‘ mutual reception.”
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leprosy ; and in that of the winter tropic, from the erup-
tion of pimples, and similar inconveniences.

Considerable diseases, however, take cffect when the
malefics may be configurated in the same situations as
those before prescribed, yet differing in one respect; that
is to say, being occidental of the Sun and oriental of the
Moon. In such cases, Saturn will generally produce
cold in the bowels, excessive phlegm, rheumatism,
emaciation, sickliness, jaundice, dysemtery, cough, ob-
struction, cholic, or scurvy; and, in women, besides
these diseases, he produces complaints of the womb.
Mars will cause expectoration of blood, atrabilarious
attacks, pulmonary complaints, sores, and diseases in
the private parts, (which will be rendered still more
painful by surgical burning or incision,) such as fistula,
heemorrhoids, or knots in the fundament, and also
inflamed and putrifying ulcers. In women, to these
calamities he adds abortion, excision of the fao:tus or
its mortification.

And, even though these planets should not be properly
configurated towards the particular parts of the body,
their qualities will still operate. Mercury also will act
with them, and contribute to the increase of the evil;
thus, if he be in familiarity with Saturn, he will muel
augment the coldness, and promote the continuance of
rheumatism, and the disturbance of the fluids; especially
in the chest, throat, and stomach. If in familiarity with
Mars, he will tend to produce greater dryness, and will
increase ulcers, abscesses, loss of hair, scarified sores,
erysipelas, tetters, blackness of bile, insanity, epilepsy*,
and similar disorders.

* Tug upas verev ; literally *‘ the holy disease,” which authors have
explained to mean epilepsy. Perhaps the disease was antiently
called holy, because the patient, when possessed by the fit, seemed
to be under the influence of some supernatural agency.
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Lastly, should Saturn be present in the configuration,
the afflicted persons will move abroad to shew their
maladies, and to complain; and if Mercury also be pre-
sent, they will do so for the sake of deriving support and
profit from the exhibition.

Chapter XVIIL
The Quality of the Mind.
THE consideration of circumstances applicable to the
body is practised under the foregoing rules.

Of the spiritual qualities, however, all those which
are rational and intellectual are contemplated by the
situation of Mercury ; while all others, which regard the
mere sensitive faculties, and are independent of reason,
are considered rather by other luminaries of a less
subtle constitution and more ponderous body; for
instance, by the Moon and such stars as she may be con-
figurated with, as well by separation*, as by application.

Now the mind is liable to impulse in a multiplicity
of directions, and the investigation of them cannot be
summarily or hastily performed, but must be conducted
by means of many various observations: for the different
qualities of the signs, containing Mercury and the Moon,
or such stars as hold any influence over those two, are
well competent to contribute towards the properties of the
mind ; so likewise are the configurations made with the
Sun and the angles, by stars bearing any relation to the
point in question ; besides, also, the peculiar nature exer-
cised by each star in operating upon the mental movements.

Thus, the tropical signs generally dispose the mind to
enter much into political matters, rendering it eager to
engage in public and turbulent affairs, fond of distine-

* That is to say, in the commencement of her separation from the
aspect or conjunction of such stara.
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mechanics, and mechanical instruments; addicted to the
observation of meteors, to philosophy, to augury by
means of birds, and to the judgment of dreams.
Further, should the planets having dominion be in
places of their own, and in conditions suitable to their
own qualities, the mental properties will be rendered
exquisite, unimpeded, and successful: and especially if
these planets rule at the same time over both places; that
is to say, be by some mode configurated with Mercury,
and hold separation from, or application to the Moon.
Should the said planets, however, not be thus constituted,
but be posited in places not particularly appropriate
to themselves, they will yet, even then, infuse into the
composition of the mental energy the properties of their
own nature; but obscurely and imperfectly, and not
with such force and strong evidence as in the other case.
The peculiar qualities of planets in dominion, or in
elevation, are powerfully impressed upon the mental
energy ; for instance, persons, who, in consequence of
the familiarity of the malefics, become wicked and
dishonest, have their impulse to commit evil, free and
unrestrained, when the said familiarity is not governed
by any contrary influence. But, should a contrary
condition impede and govern that familiarity, the im-
pulse will be frustrated, and the culprits will be easily
overtaken, and undergo punishment. In like manner,
persons endowed with goodness and virtue, by the
familiarity between the benefics and the before-men-
tioned places*, and when no contrary influence in
elevation may interpose, will exert themselves with
cheerfulness and alacrity in performing good actions,
will be subject to no injustice, but enjoy the advan-
tages of their honesty and virtue. If, however, this

* That of Mercury, and that of the Moon.
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men outrageous, incapable of learning, timorous, highly
superstitious, yet regardless of religion, suspicious, averse
to children, incapable of friendship, cunning, misjudging,
faithless, foolishly wicked, irascible, hypocritical, idle
and useless, without ambition, yet regretful, morose,
highly reserved, over-cautious, and dull.—Conciliated
with Mars, and posited in glory, Saturn renders men
reckless over-diligent, free in speech, turbulent, boastful,
austere in their dealings, pitiless, contemptuous, fierce,
warlike, bold, fond of tumults, insidious, deceitful, and
implacable ; promoters of faction, tyrannical, rapacious,
hostile to the commonwealth, delighting in strife, vin-
dictive, profound in guilt, strenuous, impatient, insolent,
" mischievous, overbearing, evil, unjust, obstinate, inhuman,
inflexible, immutable in opinion, busy, able in office,
active, submitting to no opposition, and on the whole
successful in their undertakings ; but, if thus connected,
and not placed in glory, he will make men plunderers,
robbers, adulterers, submissive to evil, seeking gain by
their turpitude, infidels in religion, void of common
affections, mischievous, treacherous, thievish, perjurers,
and sanguinary ; eaters of unlawful food, familiar with
guilt, assassins, sorcerers, sacrilegious, impious, violators
of the tomb, and, in short, thoroughly depraved.—Con-
ciliated with Venus, and being again in glory, Saturn
makes men averse to women, and renders them fond
of governing, prone to solitude, highly reserved, regard-
less of rank, indifferent to beauty, envious, austere,
unsociable, singular in opinion, addicted to divination
and to religious services and mysteries; solicitous to
the priesthood, fanatical, and subservient to religion;
solemn, reverential, sedate, studious of wisdom, faithful
in friendship, continent, retlective, circumspect, and
scrupulous in regard to female virtue: but, if he be thus
conciliated, and not posited in glory, he makes wen
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military affairs, dictatorial, refractory, impetuons,
daring, free in speech, able in action, fond of dis-
putation, contentious, imperious, generous, ambitious
irascible, judicious, and fortunate: but, if thus con-
nected, and not placed in glory, he makes men mis-
chievous, reckless, cruel, pitiless, seditious, quarrelsome,
perverse, calumnious, arrogant, avaricious, rapacious,
inconstant, vain and empty, unsteady, precipitate,
faithless, injudicious, inconsiderate, senseless, and offi-
cious ; inculpators, prodigals, triflers, altogether without
conduct, and giving way to every impulse—When
conciliated with Venus, and in a glorious position,
Jupiter will render the mind pure, joyous, delighting
in elegance, in the arts and sciences, and in poetry and
music: valuable in friendship, sincere, beneficent, com-
passionate, inoffensive, religious, fond of sports and
exercises, prudent, amiable and affectionate, gracious,
noble, brilliant, candid, liberal, discreet, temperate,
modest, pious, just, fond of glory, and in all respects
honourable and worthy; but, if posited ingloriously,
when so connected, he makes men luxurious, soft,
effeminate, fond of dancing, indulgent in expenses,
incapable of managing women, yet amorous and las-
civious; mean, slanderous, adulterous, fond of dress,
dissolute, dull, wasteful, without energy, enervated, fond
of personal adornment, womanish in mind, yet observ-
ant of holy rites and ceremonies, faithful, harmless,
pleasant, affable, cheerful, and liberal to misfortune.—
If connected with® Mercury, and posited in glory,
Jupiter will render men fit for much business, fond of
learning, and of geometry and the mathematics;
poetical, public orators, acute, temperate, well-disposed,
skilful in counsel, politic, beneficent, able in govern-
ment, pious, religious, valuable in all useful professions,
benevolent, affectionate in their families, ready in
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shameless.—Connected with Mercury, and placed with
glory, Mars renders men skilful in command, cautious,
strenuous, active, obstinate, yet versatile, inventive,
sophistical, laborious, busy in all things, eloquent, im-
posing, deceitful, inconstant, overknowing, maliciously
artful, quick-witted, seductive, hypocritical, treacherous,
habituated to evil, inquisitive, fond of strife, and success-
ful; fair dealers with persons of habits similar to their
own, and, in short, altogether mischievous to their
enemies, though beneficial to their friends; but, if Mars
be posited ingloriously, and thus connected, he makes
men prodigal, yet avaricious, cruel, daring, bold, regret-
ful, and vacillating; liars, thieves, infidels in religion,
perjurers, and impostors; seditious, incendiaries, fre-
quenters of theatres, covered with infamy, robbers,
housebreakers, sanguinary, forgser of writings, familiar
with crime, jugglers, magicians, sorcerers, and assassins.

When Venus rules alone in a position of glory, she
renders the mind benignant, good, voluptuous, copious
in wit, pure, gay, fond of dancing, jealous, abhorring
wickedness, delighting in the arts, pious, modest, well-
disposed, happy in dreams, affectionate, beneficent, com-
passionate, refined in taste, easily reconciled, tractable,
and entirely amiable: but, if contrarily posited, she
renders the mind dull, amorous, effeminate, timorous,
indiscriminating, sordid, faulty, obscure, and ignominious.
—Conciliated with Mercury, and posited with glory,
Venus makes men lovers of the arts, philosophical, of
scientific mind and good genius, poetical, delighting in
learning and elegance, polite, voluptuous, luxurious in
their habits of life, joyous, friendly, pious, prudent,
fitted for various arts, intelligent, not misled by ‘error,
quick in learning, self-teaching, emulous of worth,
followers of virtue, copious and agreeable in speech,
serene and sincere in manner, delighting in exercise,
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The Sun likewise co-operates, when conciliated with
the lord of the mental temperament ; contributing, if he
be in a glorious position, to increase probity, industry,
honour, and all laudable qualities; but, if adversely
situated, he increases debasement, depravity, obscurity,
cruelty, obstinacy, moroseness, and all other evil qualities.

Chapter XIX.

The Diseases of the Mind.

IN connection with the foregoing discussion on the pro-
perties of the mind, the circumstances relating to eminent
mental disorders, such as madness, epilepsy*, and others
of the like formidable nature, duly claim attention.

Now, with reference to these, it is always essential to
consider the planet Mercury and the Moon, and to observe
in what mode they may be disposed towards each other, .
and towards the angles, and also towards the alefics;
for, if the Moon and Mercury be unconnected with each
other, or with the oriental horizon, and provided such
planets as may be adversely and noxiously contigurated
should be in elevation above them, or over-rule them, or
be in opposition to them, the wmental properties will then
consequently become impregnated with various disorders;
the characters of which may be clearly known by the
qualities of the stars thus controuling the places-.

It is true that there are many disorders of a moderate
nature, capable of being distinguished by what has been
already stated, in the preceding chapter, regarding the
mental qualities: for it is by the increase and growth
of certain of those qualities, that an injurious excess

* Epilepsy is defined to be ‘“ a convulsive motion of the whole body,
‘“or some of its parts, accompanied with a loss of sense.” The know-
ledge of this latter effect probably induced the author to rank it
among diseases of the mind.

+ Of Mercury, the Moon, and the ascendant.
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Should the benefics, however, be occidental, and the
malefics be found in eastern parts and in angles, the
disorders will then become not only incurable, but most
conspicuous: the epileptic persons will then be subjected
to constant fits, and to danger of death; the insane will
become outrageous and unmanageable, breaking away
from their families, raving and wandering in nakedness;
the deemoniacs and those afflicted with moisture of the
brain will become furious, uttering mysterious sayings,
and wounding themselves.

The several places of position in the scheme also afford
co-operation : for instance, those of the Sun and Mars
contribute to insanity ; those of Jupiter and Mercury, to
epilepsy; those of Venus, to the fury of enthusiasm;
and those of Saturn and the Moon, to deemoniac affections
and moisture of the brain. .

It is by such configurations, as those just described,
that any morbid deviation, occurring in the active or
reasoning faculties of the mind, is produced; but a
deviation of the passive, or merely sensitive faculties
is discernible chiefly in the excess and deficiency (as the
case may be) of the masculine and feminine genders;
that is to say, in the superabundance, or deficiency, of
the power of either gender to produce a conformation
agreeable to its own proper nature: and a knowledge of
this latter deviation is to be acquired by means of the
following rules.

When the Sun, instead of Mercury, may be with the
Moon, and if Mars, together with Venus, be then in
familiarity with them, in that case, provided the lumin-
aries only be found in masculine signs, men will excel
in their nature, or, in other words, will possess in full
plenitude the properties becoming their sex; while the
properties of women, who are thus constituted more
masculinely and more actively, will deviate from the
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BOOK THE FOURTH.

Chapter L

Proem.

ALL those circumstances have now been set forth,
which occur previously to the birth, as well as at the
actual birth, and after it, and which it seemed necessary
to mention, as conducing to a knowledge of the general
quality of the contemperament produced. And of the
other points, now remaining, by which extrinsic events®*
are contemplated, those regarding the several fortunes
of wealth and of rank claim to be taken first into
consideration. Each of these fortunes has a distinct
relationship ; for instance, that of wealth relates to the
body, and that of rank to the mind.

Chapter 11
The Fortune of Wealth.

THE circumstances regulating the fortune of wealth
are to be judged of from that part alone, which is
expressly denominated the Part of Fortune; the position
of which is, in all cases, whether arising in the day or
in the night, always as far removed from the ascendant
as the Sun is distant from the Moon +.

When the Part of Fortune has been determined, it
must be ascertained to what planets the dominion of it

* That is to say, such events as are independent of the will, and
not necessarily consequent on any peculiar conformation of the mind
or body.

+ Vide Chapter 13 of the 3d Book. .1y












Chap. 111.] PTOLEMY’S TETRABIBLOS. 181

the stars, which operate the loss, in respect of the angles
and succedent houses *.

Chapter III.
The Fortune of Runk.

THE disposition of the luminaries and the respective
familiarities exercised by the stars attending them, are
to be considered as indicative of the degree of rank or
dignity +.

For example, should the two luminaries be found in
masculine signs and in angles, or even if only one of
themm be in an angle}, they being at the same time
specially attended by a doryphory§ composed of all the

* That is to say, its duration will depend on the time requisite to
complete the arc of direction or prorogation between the stars,
operating the loss, and the places which give the wealth. And
the calculation is to be made as pointed out in the 14th and 15th
Chapters of the 3d Book.

+ It seems that there have been difterent opinions on this point.
Placidus makes the following remark on the subject: ¢ I do not take
“the dignities from the horoscope, but from the Sun and Medium
¢ Ceeli, according to Ptolemy and others.” (Cooper’s Translation,
p. 121.)

+ The Perugio Latin, of 1646, says,  If either both luminaries, or
‘“only that one of the chief quality” (which Whalley defines to be
the Sun by day, and the Moon by night) ‘ be in an aungle,” etc.

§ Doryphory. Vide Chapter 5 of the 3d Book. On the present
passage, Placidus bas the following words : * You are not to observe
‘“ what is generally alleged by professors, respecting the satellites”
(quasi doryphory) ‘“of the luminaries, for dignities; viz that the
‘¢ satellites are those planets which are found within 30°, on either
“gide of the luminaries; but that a satellite is [also] any kind of
¢ agpect of the stars to the luminaries of what kind soever: which, if
‘it be made by application, its power extends inwardly over the
¢ whole orb of light of the aspecting planet, and the more so, as the
¢¢ proximity is greater; but, by separation, itis notso  This doctrine
¢ may be seen in several chapters of Ptolemy ; for, an aspeoting star
¢ influences the significator, and disposes him to produce effects co-
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have no configuration with the angles, they will then
remain altogether undistinguished and without advance-
ment; and provided, further, that neither of the lumin-
aries be found situated in a masculine sign, nor in an
angle, nor be attended by any benefics, they will be born
to complete obscurity and adversity.

The general appearance of exaltation or debasement of
rank is to be contemplated as before stated, but there are
many gradations intermediate to those alrcady specified,
and requiring observation of the particular interchanges
and variations incidental to the luminaries themselves
and their doryphory, and also to the dominion of the
planets which compose their doryphory. For instance,
should the benefics, or stars of the same condition, exer-
cise the chief dominion, the dignities to be acquired will
be not only more important, but also more securely
established: and, on the other hand, if the chief dominion
be claimed by the malefics, or by stars of an adverse
condition, the dignities will be more subordinate, and
more dangerous and evanescent.

The species of dignity may be inferred by observing
the peculiar qualities of the attendant stars. And, if
Saturn have chief dominion of the doryphory, the power
and authority derived therefrom will lead to wealth and
profit: authority proceeding from Jupiter and Venus will
be pleasurable, and attended by presents and honours:
that proceeding from Mars will consist in commanding
armies, in obtaining victorics, and in over-awing the
vanquished : and that proceeding from Mercury will be
intellectual, superintending education and study, and
directing the management of business.
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will make necromancers, and evokers of demons: if in
Virgo or Scorpio, magicians, astrologers, and oracular
persons, possessing prescience: and, if in Libra, Aries, or
Leo, she will produce fanatics, interpreters of dreams,

and makers of false vows and adjurations. A

From the foregoing rules, the various forms of em-
ployment are to be inferred; and its magnitude or
importance will be manifested by the existing power of
the ruling planets. For instance, if the said planets be
oriental, or in angles, they will give the person eminence
and authority in his employment: but, if occidental or
cadent, they will render him subordinate. And should
the benefics be in elevation, the employment will be
important, lucrative, secure, honourable, and agreeable ;
but, on the other hand, if the malefics be in elevation
above the lords of the employment, it will then be
mean, disreputable, unprofitable, and insecure: thus,
Saturn brings an adverse influence in coldness or tardi-
ness, and in the composition or mixture of colours*;
and Mars produces opposition by audacity and publicity
in enterprise: and both planets are alike hostile to
proficiency and prosperity.

The general period, at which any increase or diminu-
tion of the employment may take place, must, again in
this case also, be determined by the disposition of the
stars, which operate the effect, towards the oriental and
occidental angles.

* Kewotos 7wy ypwuarar.—These words have been rendered literally,
but they seem to eontain some figurative meaning, rather than a
literal one. Perhaps the preferable sense of them is, ¢ by a mixture
““of views,” or ‘‘ from various pursuits being blended together.”
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But if, on the contrary, the malefics bear testimony to
such discordant disposition of the luminaries, a dissolu-
tion of the cohabitation will take place, accompanied by
scorn and injury. Should Mercury alone be conjointed
with the malefics, it will be effected by means of some
public inculpation; and if Venus also be found with
them, it will be on the ground of adultery, or sorcery, or
some similar offence.

There are, however, other varieties in the married
state, which are to be contemplated by means of Venus,
Mars, and Saturn. And should these planets act in
familiarity with the luminaries, the cohabitation will be
appropriate and domestic, and authorised by law; because
Venus holds a certain affinity hoth to Mars and Saturn:
her aflinity to Mars, for instance, consists in each having
exaltation in a sign belonging to the other’s triplicity*,
and it operates in the cases of youthful and vigorous
persons: while her affinity to Saturn arises from their
respective houses being in signs, again also, belonging to
each other’s triplicity+, and relates to persons of more
advanced age.

Hence, if Venus be in concurrence with Mars, she
will produce entire love and affection in the cohabiting
parties; and if Mercury also coincide with the said
planets, such affection will become publicly notorious.
Should Venus be found in a sign mutually common
and familiar, such as Capricorn, or Pisces}, she will
effect marriages between brothers and sisters .and
kindred by blood : and, provided she be also in the

The exaltation of Venus being in Pisces, and that of Mars in
Capricorn. Vide Chapters 21 and 22, Book 1.

+ Libra being Venus’s house, and in S8aturn’s triplicity ; and Capri-
corn heing Saturn’s house, and in Venu#’s triplicity. Vide Chapters
20 and 21. Book 1.

1 Vide Note * above.
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existing in signs of affinity to each other®, should be
found in feminine places, they will render the parties
obscene, lustful and shameless; for instance, when found
in the anterior and hinder parts of Aries, and near the
Hyades of Taurus, about the urn of Aquarius, in the
hinder pdrts of Leo, and in the face of Capricorn. And
should the last named planets, Venus and Saturn, be
posited in angles, they will then. if posited in the first
two angles, the eastern and southern, produce a total
exposure of the passions, and cause them to be publicly
canvassed ; but, if in the last two angles, the western
and northern, they will produce eunuchs, or persons un-
prolific, and not possessing the proper channels of nature.

The passions, liable to operate in males, are to be con-
sidered by observation of Mars: for should he be separated
from Venus and Saturn, but yet, at the same time, be
supported by the testimony of Jupiter, he will make
men pure and decorous in sexual intercourse, and incline
themn to natural usages only : and, if he attach himself
to Saturn only, he will render themn cold in blood and
dull in appetite; if, however, when Saturn and Mars
may be thus connected together, Venus and Jupiter
should also be configurated with them, men will then
become easily excited and eager in desire, although thev
will still be continent, and restrain themselves in order
to avoid reproach. But should Saturn be absent, and
Mars be with Venus alone, or even although Jupiter also
be with ber, men will become highly licentious, and
attempt to gratify their desires in every modet.—And

° These are such signs as are connected with each other in any
manuer similar to that before described, as connecting Capricorn with
Pisces, and with Libra; or, in other words, signs common to the
planets configurated.

t The following passage also occurs here : ** xei u psr o us Twv asipwy
’Wl.“, [ ’l ‘fl"‘ araTolixog if, xai '-l'cl‘ ﬂ’;f.i x& ‘yvaixe; toeyrai
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Chapter VI.
Children.

THE next point to be investigated is that concerning
children: and, to accomplish this, observation must be
made of the planets posited in, ur configurated with the
place on the zenith®, or its succedent house, which latter
is called the place of the good demon And should it
happen that not any plancts may be present in the said
places, nor contigurated with them, it will then be
necessary to take into consideration such as may be in
opposition thereto.

Now the Moon, Jupiter, and Venus are esteemed as
givers of offspring; but the Sun, Mars, and Saturn arc
considered as denying children altogether, or as allowing
but few: while Mercury, being in quality common to
both parties, lends co-operation to that with which he
may be configurated, and gives offspring, when oriental,
but withholds, when occidental.

To speak briefly, if the planets, which grant progeny,
be 80 posited as described?, and placed singly, the gift of
progeny will be single only}; but should they be in
bicorporeal or in feminine signs, they will grant double
offspring§ : so likewise if they should be in prolitic or
seminal signs, such as Pisces, Cancer and Scorpio, they
will grant twins, or even more. And provided they
should also be masculinely constituted, as well by con-
figuration with the Sun, as by being in masculine signs,

* The angle of the mid-heaven.

t 1 he meaning, apparent from the commencement of the chapter,
is this :—* should such planets be in the mid-heaven or its succedent
“ house, or configurated with either.”

* Movadixwy, single, or one at birth.

§ Adupeymmar, double, or two at a birth.
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lords also be in concord with the Part of Fortune, and
with the ascendant, they will render the children
amiable, and cause them to be beloved by their parents,
and to inherit their parents’ substance : but, if found
inconjunct, and not in concord with the said parts, the
children will then become odious and mischievous to
their parents, and will forfeit the inheritance of their
substance.

Further, should the planets which grant progeny be
appropriately configurated with each other, they will
promote brotherly love, and mutual regard and affection
among the children ; but, if inconjunct, or in opposition,
they will excite in them mutual hatred, deceit, and
treachery.

The general investigation regarding children is to be
conducted in the foregoing method: but, in order to
enquire into particular circumstances consequent on the
above, it will be necessary to assume, as an ascendant,
the position of each planet which gives offspring, and to
observe the separate schemes; drawing inferences there-
from as in the case of a nativity.

Qhapter VII.

Friends and Enemaies.

WiITH respect to friendship and enmity, it may be
observed that great and lasting familiarities, or disagree-
ments, are respectively called sympathies and enmities ;
while the smaller, such as arise occasionally, and subsist
for a short time only, are denominated casual intimacies
and strifes: the whole are to be contemplated according
to the following rules.

Indications of great and lasting friendships, or
enmities, may be perceived by observation of the ruling
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should the places be entircly without familiarity, similar
enmity will be established. If, however, familiarity, or
absence of familiarity, (as the case may be) exist only as
regards the places of the luminaries, friendship or enmity
will then be established by spontaneous will; and friend-
ship thus produced is the best and most secure; while,
on the other hand, enmity so arising is, in like manner
the worst and most dangerous. The friendship, or
enmity, consequent on the familiarity or non-familiarity
of the respective parts of Fortune, will be established
on the idea of profit; and that, consequent on a similar
disposition of the respective ascendants, will arise from
pain or pleasure mutually excited between the parties.

It will, however, be necessary to pay still further
attention to the places in question, in order to observe
whether any and what planets may be in elevation
above them, or in aspect to them; because, awong all
the said places, that particular one, to which any planet
in elevation, or in succession, may be adjacent, whether
in the same sign, or in the next, will possess the more
powerful influence over friendship or enmity: and
whichever place may have its aspecting planets more
powerfully benetic, will operate in a greater degree* to
advantage in friendship, and to the relaxation of en-
wmity.—The foregoing instructions are applicable to such
friendships or enmities as are great and lasting.

But, in the case of others, which subsist only occasion-
ally, and which have been defined as casual intimacies
and strifes, it is essential to make observation of the
motions of the planets, as exhibited by each nativity ;
that is to say, the times are to be calculated, on the com-
pletion of which the motions of the planets of one
nativity will cause them to enter on certain places of

* Than the rest of the places.
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respective parts of Fortune, or at those of the lumin-
aries, they will render the casual intimacies or strifes
more eminent and remarkable; but, if they be remote
from these places, their effects will not be highly
conspicuous. The comparative degree of injury or
advantage, liable to be received, is to be discerned by
means of the good or evil properties of such planets
as may be thus in aspect to the aforesaid places.

With respect to servants*, the sign of the evil demon+
is considered as the place to which the disposition ruling
over them must be referred; and it is to be observed
what planets are in aspect to that place, both at the
actual time of nativity, and at that of any ingresses
made upon it, or oppositions to it; and also, especially,
whether the lords of the said sign may be configurated
in familiarity with the ruling places of the nativity, or
not in familiarity.

@hapter VIII.
Travelling.

THE circumstances indicative of travel are to be con-
sidered by means of the situation held by both the
luminaries, in respect to the angles, and, especially, by
means of that held by the Moon. For, should she be
descending, or cadent from the angles, she will cause
journeys and changes of residence: Mars, also, if descend-
ing, or cadent from the zenith, will sometimes do the
same, provided he may occupy a situation in quartile,
or in opposition to the luminaries. And, if the Part of
Fortune, also, should happen to be placed in signs which

* — ¢ and the attachment, or disagreement, subsisting between
‘““them and their masters:”—so Allatius, ~nd the Latin translation
printed at Perugio

+ The twelfth house.
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Chapter X.
The periodical Divisions of Time.

IN addition to the foregoing brief observations, applic-
able to the various forms of death, further attention is
demanded with respect to the division of time, which
requires to be contemplated in its natural order and
succession.

Now as, in all genethlialogical cases, a certain common
and general arrangement, affecting the region or country,
and the race or generation, is pre-supposed to be in
operation, to which arrangement particular inferences,
relating to the form of the body, the properties of the
mind, and national habits and variations, must each
be subservient; and as, in these respects, certain
causes more general and predominating are pre-supposed
in existence before particular causes, duec care must
consequently be taken, in order to make an inference
consistent with the course of nature, to observe always
the original and predominating cause, and never to lose
sight of it; lest some similarity in nativities (if any such
should exist) might induce an assertion, when the original
predominating cause proceeding from the region itself

¢ for one planet doth not give both. The foremost of the malevolent
‘“ train is the killing place, and shews the time of death; but the
¢ following directions, though benevolent, eshew the quality. If the
¢ train fall altogether, and none follow, for the quality obeerve those
‘“ which precede, though at a distance and benevolent also; for,
¢ though the benevolent contribute to the preservation of life, yet
‘“ they frequently specify the disease which is the cause of death
¢“ And with these, our author tells us, concur the configurating stars,
¢ the quality of the stars and signs, and the terms in which the lords
““happen. In violent deaths, the genethliacal positions of the lights
““are to be observed, and how the malefics affect them, and [kow
¢ they] are also concerned by "directions in the quality of death.”
See also Chap. 14, Book 3.
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particular sphere. These observations are necessary,
because the general divisions of time must be considered
by means of the spheres, as a primary arrangement;
although minor distinctions are to be made by means of
the existing peculiarities found in nativities.

Hence, the first age of infancy, which endures for four
years, agreeing in number with the quadrennial period
of the Moon, is consequently adapted to her; being in
ite nature moist and incompact, presenting rapidity of
growth, being nourished by moist things, and possessing
a highly variable habit. Its mental incompleteness is
likewise in accordance with its familiar relation to the
Moon, and her operative influence.

The age after this continues for ten years, and accom-
modates itself to the second sphere, that of Mercury. In
this period, the intellectual and reasoning faculties of the
mind begin to take their character, imbibing the seeds
of learning, and developing, as it were, the elements
and germs of the genius and abilities, and their peculiar
quality. The mind is also aroused to discipline and in-
struction, and to its first exercises.

Venus corresponds with the next and third age, which
lasts throughout the following eight years, the number
of her own period: fromm her, the movement of the
seminal vessels originates, as well as an unrestrained
impetuosity and precipitancy in amours.

The fourth and adult age next succeeds, and is subject
to the fourth sphere, that of the Sun: it endures for nine-
teen years, according to the Sun’s number. Authority
of action now commences in the mind, the career of lifc
is entered upon, distinction and glory are desired, and
puerile irregularities are relinquished for more orderly
conduct, and the pursuit of Honour.

Mars, next after the Sun, claims the fifth age, that of
manhood, agreeing in duration with his own period, viz.
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and a person may, at one and the same time, lose a
kinsman, yet inherit his substance; or be at once ill in
health, yet prosperous and advantageously established
in regard to fortune; or be struggling with adversity
and in want, yet, notwithstanding, be also a father and
beget children; or he may experience other similar
contrarieties: because individuals are subject to occur-
rences which may affect either the body, the mind, the
rank, or the condition of wealth, and which are not
altogether fortunate or unfortunate at the same period.
Something of the kind will, however, frequently happen
in cases of perfect good fortune or distress, when
meetings of all the benefies or malefics may concur in all
or most of the prorogations. Still such cases are but
rare, because human nature in general is not subjected to
the extremity either of good or evil, but rather to their
moderate alternation and counterchange.

The prorogatory places must, therefore, be separately
distinguished in the mode before pointed out; and the
planets meeting the prorogations must again be all taken
into consideration: not only those which may be ansretic
(as in the case of the duration of life), nor those only
which may be configurated bodily*, or in opposition or

' quartile, but also those in trine or sextile. And, first,
the times in each prorogation will be governed by the
planet occupying or configurated with the actual pro-
rogatory degree itself: if, however, there be found no
planet thus constituted, the nearest preceding planet
will govern the times until another, which may be in
aspect to the degree following in the order of the signs,
shall take them; and this one, again, will do the same
until the next in succession shall take them+. The like

* ¢ Bo /ily,” or 1 conjunction.
+ On this passage, Whalley remarks, ‘¢ we are to observe in direc-
tion, that the star in exact ray with the prorogator shall be ruler
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It is in this method, which preserves a natural order
and succession, that times and seasons require to be con-
templated.

And now, in adverting to the scope allotted to this
work in its commencement, all further adaptation of the
forms of events liable to take effect at particular times
will here be relinquished; because the operative influ-
ences which the stars exercise in all events, whether
general or particular, may be arranged in proper order,
if care be taken that the causes set forth by the Rules of
Science, and the causes arising from any existing com-
mixture, be duly combined and blended together.
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invisible ; when, immediately after the Sun’s rising, the
star shall be found on the meridian : another is the pre-
cise oriental location in the mid-heaven; when, exactly
as the Sun rises, the star is at the same time on the
meridian ; another is the oriental precedent location in
the mid-heaven ; when the star first shall come to the
meridian above the earth, and the Sun may then im-
mediately rise.

3. The third, called matutine setting, is when the Sun
may be actually in the oriental horizon, but the star in
occidental. One of the forms of this aspect is called the
oriental, succedent setting, invisible; when the star sets
immediately after the Sun’s rising: another is the precise
oriental co-setting, when the star sets at the moment of
the Sun’s rising: another is the oriental, precedent, and
visible setting, when the Sun does not rise until im-
mediately after the setting of the star.

4. The fourth aspect is named meridianal subsolar, and
takes place when the Sun is actually on the meridian,
but the star on the oriental horizon. Of this, one is
diurnal and invisible ; when the star rises while the Sun
is posited on the meridian above the earth: another is
nocturnal and visible ; when the star rises while the Sun
is placed on the meridian below the earth.

5. The fifth is called meridianal location in the mid-
heaven; when the Sun, as well as the star, may be at
the same time on the meridian. Of this aspect, two sorts
are diurnal and invisible ; when the star is on the meri-
dian above the earth, together with the Sun, or on that
below the earth, diametrically opposite to the Sun. Two
also are nocturnal, and of these, one is invisible ; when
the star is on the meridian under the earth, together
with the Sun: the other, however, is visible; when the
star is on the meridian above the earth, diametricaily
opposite to the Sun.

Q
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No. II

ALMAGEsT; Book II. ExTRACT FROM CHAP. [X.
Of Circumstances regulated by Ascensions.

IN any climate whatever, the magnitude of a given
day or night is to be computed by the number of ascen-
sional times proper to that particular climate. For
example, the magnitude of the day will .be ascertained
by numbering the times between the Sun’s zodiacal
degree and the degree diametrically opposite, in the
succession of the signs; and that of the night, by
numbering the times, from the degree diametrically
opposite to the Sun, onwards, in the order of the signs,
to the degree actually occupied by the Sun: because,
by dividing the respective amounts of these times
so obtained, by fifteen, the number of equatorial
hours belonging to each space will be exhibited; and
if the division be made by twelve, instead of fifteen.
the result will shew the numbers of degrees equivalent
to one temporal hour of either of the said spaces
respectivelyx.

* Thus (according to the Table inserted at p. 233), in the climate
or latitude of Lower .Egypt, the times of ascension between the first
point of Gemini and the first point of Sagittarius, diametrically oppo-
sites are 205° 18’, which, being divided by 15, give 13 hours 41 min.
utes and a fraction of equatorial time, as the length of the day of
the first point of Gemini. And the same number of times of ascen-
sion, divided by 12, give 17° 6’ and a fraction of the equator, as the
length of the diurnal temporal hour. In the latitude of Southern
Britain, the times of ascension between the same points as above-
mentioned are 236 2, which, divided by 15, give 15 hours 44
minuates and a fraction of equatorial time as the length of the day
of the first point of Gemini; and, if divided by 12, they produce
19° 40’ and a fraction of the equator, as the length of the diurnal
temporal hour.
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given day or night*. On the other hand, equatorial
hours are also to be reduced into temporal hours by
being multiplied by fifteen, the product of which is to
be divided by the horary times proper to the given
day or night in the said climate.

The degree ascending in the ecliptic, at any given
temporal hour, may also be ascertained by wmultiplying
the number of temporal hours since sunrise, if the given
hour be diurnal, but if nocturnal, since sunset, by their
proper horary times; and the product is to be added, in
the succession of the signs, to the aggregate number (as
shewn by the ascensions proper to the climate) of the Sun’s
degree, if the given hour be diurnal, but, if nocturnal,
to that of the degree diametrically opposite, and that
particular degree of the ecliptic which shall correspond
with the total number thus found in the ascensions of
the climate will be the degree then ascendingt.

* For example,
Diurnal horary times of the first point of Gemini, in the
latitude of Alexandria - - - - - - 17 630"
Numnber of temporal hours - - - - . 12

15205 18 0

Diurnal equatorial hours of the first point of Gemini in
the latitude of Alexandria - - - - - 13 4112

Diurnal horary times of the first point of Gemini in the
latitude of Southern Britain - - - - - 19° 4 107
Number of temporal hours - - . . . . 12

15236 2 0

Diurnal equatorial hours of the first point of Gemini in
the latitude of Southern Britain - - - . 15 4 8

+ Let the first point of Gemini be on the meridain above the earth;
the number of temporal hours since sunrise will then be §, by which
17° 6’ 30" are to be multiplied. The product will be 102° 39’: this,
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The Sun always preserves an equal distance in equa-
torial hours from all parts of the same meridian; but his
distance in equatorial hours from different meridians
varies according to the degrees of distance between
meridian and meridian.

will be on the ascendant, and the aggregate times of ascension of that
degree in the said latitude are 199° 3': by subtracting 90 from this
sum, the remainder will be 109" 3’, the right ascension of the mid-
heaven answering to the 18th degree of Cancer. In the latitude of
Southern Britain, the 18th degree of Libra would be on the ascendant,
of which degree the aggregate times of ascension in that latitude are
206° 44’, from which, if 90 be subtracted, the remainder will be 116°
44', the right ascension of the mid-heaven answering to the 25th
degree of Cancer.—The converse of these operations seems too obvious
to need explanation.
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TABLE OF LATITUDES, AS SHEWN BY THE DURATION
OF THE LONGEST DAY.

[From the Almagest.]
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Extract from the Tuble of Ascensions (contuined in the
Almagest ), calculated for every tenth Degree of the Zodiac.

o Sth Ctowate, through

- Lowir Fyupl, ' Sovthera Britua,
s Lat, o~ 22N Lat. 51° 40 N,
SIGNS. ¢ T S T i
E Tanes of Agyregate  Tinuwas oo Tines ol  Amrregate
Ascension.  Timea, , Ascenson,  Tuues.
B B D. M. p. M. D.M | DM D. M. noN
Aries............... 10 910 9.10 6.48 ° 6.48 4. 5 4. 5
20 915 1825 6.55 13, T 412 8.17
. 710 | 2053 431
Taurus........... 19.40” ... 282 456
20 958 . 2 328 23.18°
10.16 57.44 37 L6257 29,
Gemini............ © 76818 17 75422 729 T 371
20 47 0 776422 849 461
30 90. 0 T 75. 0 4
Cancer ....... ... | 10 ''10.55° '100.55 ' 1i_§_6.12 1136
120 10.47 111.42 9746 T 80.36
.30 122.16 11.51 | 109.37 "13.39 779415
Leo ... 10 | '10.16 132.32 4’Tz'1.32' “14. 7 T108.22°
20 9.58 14230 1L54 13326 . = 12244
| 30 152.10 47 14513 1424 137. 8
Virgo.... . ...... 10 = 9.25 161.35 © 156.53 151.27
20 15 170.50 35 168.28 14.18 165.45
"3 910 0 ©180. 0 14.15 7180.0
Libra ........... 10 ' 327 19132 1415
20 15 11.35 7203. 7 18
30 925 207.50 i 214.47 222.
Scorpio.... ... .. 10 9.400 217.30 11047 226.34. 14.24 ©
20 9.58 227.28 11.54 238.28
' 30 ! 237.° 1155 250.23
Sagittarins ... 10 1034 18 11517 26214 2179.
20 10.47 259. 5 273.48° ! o
] 1710.55 270, 285. 0 11.36
Capricornus..... | 55 10.38 29538 10.14
20 10. 0 305.38 N
30 ‘ © 17 "314.55
- Aquarius ........ - 71016 37 7323.32°
‘ 20 958~ 733134 5.34 ‘
30 9.40 339.7 . 3712
Pisces .. 10 T 7341.35 7.10 34617 351.43
20 35050 ~ 6.55 | 353.12° 4.12 355.55
0 360.0° 648 300 45
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1II, Whosoever may be adapted to any particular
event or pursuit, will assuredly have the star indicative
thereof very potent in his nativity.

IV. A mind apt in knowledge will discover truth
more readily than one practised in the highest branches
of science.

V. A skilful person, acquainted with the nature of the
stars, is enabled to avert many of their effects, and to
prepare himself for those effects before they arrive.

VI. It is advantageous to make choice of days and
hours at a time well constituted by the nativity. Should
the time be adverse, the choice will in no respect avail,
however favourable an issue it may chance to promise.

VII. The mingled influences of the stars can be
understood by no one who has not previously acquired
knowledge of the combinations and varieties existing in
nature.

VIII. A sagacious mind improves the operation of the
heavens, as a skilful farner, by cultivation, improves
nature.

IX. In their generation and corruption forms are
influenced by the celestial forms, of which the framers
of talismans consequently avail themselves, by observing
the ingresses of the stars thereupon.

X. In the election of days and hours, make use of the
malefics, to the same moderate extent as the skilful
physician would use poisons in order to perform cures.

XI. A day and hour are not to be elected until the
quality of the object proposed shall be known.

XII. Loveand hatred prohibit the true accomplishment
of judgments; and, inasmuch as they lessen the most im-
portant, so likewise they magnify the most trivial things.

XIII In every indication made by the constitution of
the heavens, secondary stars, whether auxiliary or injur-
ious thereto, are also to be used.
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And it will be still worse to do so, should she be badly
affected.

XXIII. Aspects between the Moon and stars give the
native much activity; and, if the stars be in power, they
indicate an efficient, but if weak an inert, excitation to
action.

XXIV. An eclipse of the luminaries, if in the angles
of the nativity, or of an annual revolution, is noxious;
and the effects take place according to the space be-
tween the ascendant and the place of eclipse. And
es, in a solar eclipse, a year is reckoned for an hour,
s0 likewise, in a lunar eclipse, a month is reckoned
for an hour.

XXV. The progression of a significator, posited in the
mid-heaven, is to be made by right ascension; of another
posited in the ascendant, by the oblique ascension of the -
particular latitude.

XXVI. There is obvious concealment in the case, if
the star significance of any particular affair be in con-
junction with the Sun, either under the earth or in a
place foreign to its own nature.  On the other hand,
there is manifestation, should the star be raised to
elevation out of its depression, and be located in its own
place.

XXVII Venus gives pleasure to the native in that
part of the body which may be ruled by the sign she
occupies. It is the same with other stars.

XXVIII. When the Moon may not hold a familiarity
with two planets, as is desirable, care should be taken to
connect her, if possible, with some fixed star combining
their qualities.

XXIX. The fixed stars grant extremely good fortune,
unconnected with the understanding; but it is most
commonly marked by calamities, unless the planets also
agree in the felicity.
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XXXIX. Affliction of the eleventh house, in the
creation of a king, indicates damage in his household
and his treasury: affliction of the second house denotes
the detriment of his subjects’ wealth.

XL. When the ascendant is oppressed by the malefics,
the native will delight in sordid things, and approve ill-
flavoured odours.

XLI. Beware the affliction of the eighth house and
its lord, at a time of departure; and that of the second
house and its lord, at a time of return.

XLII Should a disease begin when the Moon may be
in a sign occupied at the birth by some malefic, or in
quartile or opposition to any such sign, such disease will
be most severe; and if the malefic also behold the said
sign, it will be dangerous. On the other hand, there
will be no danger if the Moon be in & place held at the
time of birth by some benefic.

XLIII. The malefic figures of a nation are strength-
ened by adverse figurations of existing times.

XLIV. It is an evil case if the ascendant of a sick
person resist the figuration of his own nativity ; and if
the time should not bring up any benefic.

XLV. If the ascendant, or principal significators, be
not in human signs, the native himself will be also
estranged from human nature.

XLVI. In nativities much happiness is conferred by
the fixed stars; and also by the angles of the new Moon,
and by the places of a kingdom’s Part of Fortune, should
the ascendant be found in any of them.

XLVIL If a malefic in one nativity fall on the place
of a benefic in another nativity, he who has the benefic
will suffer damage from him who has the malefic.

XLVIIL If the mid-heaven of a prince be the as-
cendant of his subject, or if their respective significators
be contigurated in a benevolent form, they will continue
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LVI. While the Moon is in her first quarter, with-
drawing from her conjunction with the Sun, the bodily
humours expand until her second quarter : in her other
other quarters they decrease.

LVIIL If, during a sickness, the seventh house and its
lord be afflicted, change the physician.

LVIIL Observe the place of an aspect, and its distance
from the ascendant of the year; for the event will
happen when the profection may arrive thither.

LIX. Before pronouncing that an absent person shall
die, observe whether he may not become intoxicated ;
before declaring that he shall receive a wound, see
whether he may not be let blood ; and before saying
that he shall find treasure, examine whether he may not
receive his own deposit; for the figures of all these
things may be similar.

LX. In cases of sickness, observe the critical days,
and the Moon’s progress in the angles of a figure
of sixteen sides. If those angles be well affected, it
is favourable for the invalid; if they be afflicted,
unfavourable.

LXI. The Moon is significative of bodily matters,
which, in respect of motion, resemble her.

LXII. By marking exactly the beginning of a con-
junction®, judgment may be made of the variation of
the weather, in the ensuing month. It will depend
upon the lord of the angle of every figure, for he
controuls the nature of the atmosphere; assuming also
at these times the quality of the existing weather.

LXIIL In the conjunction of Saturn and Jupiter,
pronounce according to the nature of that one which
may be higher in elevation. Follow the same rule with
other stars.

* Of the Sun and Moon.
R
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the ascending lords of triplicity ; matters of life, by the
lords of the conditionary luminary’s triplicity.

LXXIIIL If the Sun be found with the Gorgon’s head
(Caput Meduse), and not aspected by any benefic star,
and if there be no benefic present in the eighth house,
and the lord of the conditionary luminary be opposed to
‘Mars, or in quartile to him, the native will be beheaded.
If the luminary culininate, his body will be maimed or
mangled ; and if the aspect in yuartile be from Gemini
or Pisces, his hands and feet will be amputated.

LXXIV. Mars, if ascending, uniformly gives a scar in
the face.

LXXYV. If the Sun be in conjunction with the lord of
the ascendant, in Leo, and Mars have no prorogative in
the ascendant, and if there be no benefic in the eighth
house, the native will be burned.

LXXVI. If Saturn hold the mid-heaven, and the con-
ditionary luminary be opposed to him, the native will
perish in the ruins of buildings, provided the sign on the
lower heaven be an earthly sign; if it be a watery sign,
he will be drowned or suffocated by water: if a human
sign, he will be strangled by men, or will perish by the
halter or the scourge. Should there, however, be a
benefic in the eighth house, he will not suffer death,
although he will be brought near it. '

LXXVII. Profection of the ascendant is to be made
for matters affecting the body ; of the Part of Fortune,
for extrinsie circumstances; of the Moon, for the connec-
tion between the body and the spirit; and of the mid-
heaven, for the employment or profession.

LXXVIIIL. A star often dispenses influence in a place
in which it has no prerogative, thus bringing unexpected
advantage to the native.

LXXIX. Whoever has Mars in the eleventh house,
does not govern his master.
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LXXXVIIL In making profection of the Part of
Fortune for a whole annual revolution, a space equal to
that between the Sun and Moon is to be reckoned from
the ascendant.

LXXXIX. Consider the grandfather’s affairs from the
seventh house, and the uncle’s from the sixth.

XC. Should the significator be in aspect to the ascen-
dant, the hidden event or object will correspond in its
nature with the ascendant ; but if the ascendant be not
so aspected, the nature of the event will accord with
that of the place in which the significator is posited.
The lord of the hour shews its colour; the place of the
Moon its tine ; and, if above the earth, it will be a novel
thing ; if below, old. The Part of Fortune indicates its
quantity, whether long or short. The lords of the
terms, and of the lower heaven and mid-heaven, and of
the Moon, shew its substance or value.

XCIL Should the ruler of a sick person be combust, it
is an evil portent ; and especially if the Part of Fortune
be afflicted.

XCII. Saturn, if oriental, is not so highly noxious to
a sick person ; nor Mars, if occidental.

XCIII. Judgment is not to be drawn from any figure
until the next conjunction shall have been considered .
for principles are varied by every conjunction; and there-
fore, to avoid error, both the last and the next should be
combined. .

XCIV. The place of the more potent significator
indicates the thoughts of the inquirer.

XCV. The stars rising with the tenth house prove
how far the native may be fitted to the occupation
which he follows.

XCVI. In an eclipse, such significations as are made
nearest the angles, shew the events decreed. The nature
of the stars in accordance with the eclipse, planets as well
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as fixed stars, and also the appearances co-ascending, are
likewise to be considered, and judgment is to be given
accordingly. '

XCVIIL The event inquired about will be speedily
accomplished, should the lord of the new or full Moon be
in an angle. '

XCVIII. Shooting stars, and meteors like flowing hair,
bear a secondary part in judgments.

XCIX. Shooting stars denote the dryness of the air;
and, if they are projected to one part only, they indicate
wind therefrom : if to various parts, they indicate dimi-
nution of waters, a turbulent atmosphere, and incursions
of armies.

C. If comets, whose distance is eleven signs behind
the Sun, appear in angles, the king of some kingdom, or
one of the princes or chief men of a kingdom, will die.
If in a succedent house, the affairs of the kingdom’s
treasury will prosper, but the governor or ruler will be









% The attention of the reader is directed to the need
of a few alterations in the Table of Contents.
Being printed in supplements, the Table was
given in an early number, and it was found
impossible to keep to the limits intended, or to
alter without considerable difficulty.
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